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Far Better 


N VAIN our fancy strives to paint 
The moment. after death, 

The glories that surround the saint, 
When he resigns his breath. 


One gentle sigh his fetters breaks; 
We scarce can say, “He’s gone,” 

Before the willing spirit takes 
Her mansion near the throne. 


Faith strives, but all its efforts fail, 
To trace her heavenward flight; 


_ No eye can pierce within the veil, 


Which hides that world of light. 


Thus much (and this is all) we know, 
They are supremely blest; 


_ Have done with sin, and care, and woe, 


And with their Saviour rest. 


On harps of gold His name they praise, 
His presence always view;~— 

And if we here their. footsteps trace, 
There we shall praise Him, too. 


Author not ogg ® from “The Life of Mat- 
thew Henry,” by J. B. Williams; out of print. 
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Think of His Faithfulness 


“Hold God’s faithfulness,” is the way 
Hudson Taylor translated this phrase, 
“Have faith in God” (Mark 11:22). 
There is every reason to cling to the 
conviction of God’s trustworthiness— 






“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us” 
1 SAMUEL 7:12 






reasons supported by the Scripture 
and the experience of the saints down 
through the ages. Consider for a few 
moments just three assurances so 
plainly given us in the Word of God. 
“God is faithful, by whom ye were 
called unto the fellowship of His Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord” ‘(1 Cor. 1:9).. 
This takes us back to the beginning of 
our salvation—at least in our lifetime— 
when we were drawn to Christ as our 
Saviour. “No man can come to me, 
except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day” (John 6:44). It is as 
though the Apostle Paul were saying, 
“Remember that it was God who 
brought you into the Christian life and 
you can certainly trust Him, your Heav- 
enly Father, to keep you through this 
life until He takes you home to be with 
Himself. And you are not expected to 
live this life in your own strength, but 
by the most intimate fellowship with 
Jesus Christ, who dwells within be- 
lievers by His Spirit.” Another en- 
couraging text in the same book is this: 

“There hath no temptation taken you 

but such as is common to mian: but 

God is faithful, who will not suffer you 


' to be tempted above that ye are able; 


s . 


but will with the temptation also make 
a way to escape, that ye may be able 
to bear it” (10:13). Here again, it is not 
our own strength that is the basis of 
our confidence, but the faithfulness of 
God. He watches over our trials and 
temptations with the utmost care, see- 
ing to it that they are never too much 
for us provided we by faith take ad- 
vantage of the means He has placed 
at our disposal, such as the Bible, 
prayer, and dependence on the Spirit. 
Then there is a third passage: “But the 
Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, 
and keep you from evil” (2 Thess. 3:3). 
Paul has just asked for prayer for him- 
self and spoken of “unreasonable and 
wicked men.” Then he ‘turns - his 
thoughts to the Thessalonian Christians 
and reminds them that, no matter what 
the obstacles or difficulties may be, 
we ean trust the Lord to make us 
stand and keep us from any real harm 
to our souls. There are times when 
everything seems to be at loose ends, 
when we feel the farthest from being 
established and settled, when we feel 
confused and perplexed. But this verse 
states a fact and a promise, assuring 
us that God will strengthen and keep 
us. It is like Peter’s word: “But the 
God of all grace, who hath called us 
unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after that ye have suffered a while, 
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen; 
settle you” (1 Pet. 5:10). We never 
can have these blessings. by concentrat- 
ing on our circumstances, trials, and 
temptations; but they will all come to 
us as we have our minds stayed ypon 
God and rest on His faithfulness. 
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American Paredai and European Science 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


HE old notion that alcoholic drink 

| of any kind has “food value” has 

in our day been completely in- 

validated. Dr. Aitoff, in his Le Prob- 

léme de l’Alcoolisme, sums up the court 
decision: 

“Alcohot does not possess a single 
one of the four fundamental properties 
of true foods. It does not furnish uti- 
lizable energy. It is not plastic, or con- 
structive, and cannot build tissue. It 
cannot store itself as a reserve for 
future needs. It does not receive orders 
from a regulation center by means of 





va 


which the composition of the blood 
always remains uniform.” 

But the die-hards retort, “At least, 
in burning in the body, alcohol pro- 


Not utilizable heat. Dr. Eliane le 
Breton has shown that alcohol burns 
in the body at a constant rate, whether 
at work or at rest and whether in cold 
weather or hot. This proves that it is 
not used either in bodily work or for 
bodily heat. -An epoch-making dis- 
covery! : 

“But it produces calories.” 


-duces heat.” 


And at 
J 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Thou .shalt remember all the 
way which the Lord thy God led 
thee . . . to humble thee, and to 
prove thee, to know what was in 
thine heart” (Deut. 8:2). 

















the same time reduces body heat! Dr. 
Abel Lehille of Paris asks, “Can one 
logically admit that a caloric power 
can coincide with subthermal action?” 

Dr. Mouriquand of the Medical Fac- 
ulty of Lyons calls alcohol’s calories 
“toxic calories” and differentiates them 
altogether from “alimentary calories.” 
Dr. Le Breton declares that “no sub- 
stance in nature less deserves than al- 
cohol the name of heat-producing,” that 
is, in the body process. 

The discoverer of vitamin A, the late 
Sir Frederick Gowland Hopkins, pro- 
fessor in Biochemistry in the University 
of Cambridge, looked on the oxidation 
of alcohol as a protective measure of 
the body to rid itself as quickly as 
possible of an alien intruder. 





Alcoholism, say American die-hards, 
is not due to alcohol but to insuffi- 
ciency of vitamins in the alcohol-sick 
body. This is, chemically, pure soph- 
istry, for the insufficiency of vitamins 
is due to alcoholism. So does the sci- 
entific kitten chase its own tail. Dr. 
Mouriquand in his work, Les Vita- 
mines et Carences alimentaires (p. 399), 
has gone seriatim through the list of 
vitamins and shown how alcoholic 
drink devitalizes each one: 

Vitamin A—through cirrhosis of liver 
from wine-drinking, and causing eye 
disturbances. 

Vitamin Bl, when disordered by al- 
cohol, is followed by polyneuritis. 

Vitamin B2. Here nutritive utilization 
is greatly disturbed. 

Vitamin C. ‘Alcohol, even in -wine, 
destroys antiscorbutic effects. 

Vitamin PP. Its value against pel- 
lagra is vitiated. 

Vitamin K is the vitamin of coagu- 
lation of blood. Alcohol interferes with 
this function and hemorrhages follow. 

Vitamin E is the vitamin of gen- 
eration. .By devitalizing it, alcoholism 
can seriously interfere with the proc- 
esses of reproduction. 





In the blood, say the paradoxists, al- 
cohol is ‘always diluted far below the 
strength at which it could irritate even 
the most delicate tissues of the body.” 
‘Well, it certainly is not diluted to 
the extent that it is harmless to the 
blood itself. It lowers the haemolytic 
complement of-the blood serum (Ab- 
bott), checks phagocytis (Rubin), re- 
duces the opsonic index (Stewart), 
retards the formation of agglutinins 
(Tromidoff), interferes with the activ- 
ity of leucocytes (Pickrell).\ This vi- 
tiated blood can necessarily be less 
able to nourish the body organs. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“There is,” says Dr. Maurice Roch, 
director of the Cantonal Clinic, Geneva, 
“a direct action of alcohol on the body 
fluids and cellular elements.” 

It is altogether wrong to say that 
alcohol has not a direct action on the 
body organs. Alcohol in the blood, 
acting directly on the male and female 
genital organs, poisons them both, ac- 
cording to Prof. Dr. Walthard of the 
Pathological Institute, University of 
Berne. The experiments of Dr. Berth- 
olet of Neuch&tel are classical. In 39 
drinker autopsies he found, in 37, de- 
generative alterations of the seminal 
canal. The great anatomist, Weichsel- 
baum of Vienna, also found degenera- 
tive processes in the testicles of every 
one of 67 alcoholics. 

If the testicles and ovaries can be 
broken down by alcohol in the blood 
by direct action, the presumption is 
that all other organs can be similarly 
affected by it. 

Prof. Dr. Roch, who is one of the 
greatest clinicians living, insists that al- 
coholism is the chief factor in mor- 
bidity and mortality in present-day 
civilized lands. How could it cause 
disease if the alcohol in the blood were 
too diluted to affect human organs? 





American academic paradoxists deny 
that alcohol injures the human germ 
or causes any abnormality in the child. 

Here Dr. Roch again issues a caveat. 
“Inherited alcoholism creates epileptics, 
imbeciles, idiots, dipsomaniacs, degen- 
erates, hypersensitives to alcohol, weak- 
lings, mentally backward, and _ the 
disposed to tuberculosis. All this ap- 
pears to me beyond discussion.” 

This has been proved in the past, as 
in Morel’s “Treatise on Degeneracies” 
and in Combermale’s classical investi- 
gations. It was the opinion of Prof. 
August Forel of Zurich, the great brain 
investigator of the last generation. Dr. 
Emil Kraepelin, director of the German 
Institute of Psychiatry, Munich, wrote 
in his great “Textbook of Psy€hiatry”: 

“We are everywhere shown with ter- 
rifying clearness that chronic alcohol 
poisoning not only destroys individuals 
but stamps the coming generation in 
the germ cell with the mark of de- 
generacy.” 

The animal experiments of Stockard 
vindicate Kraepelin. So do those of 
Dr. Agnes Bluhm, Holitscher, Kolstich, 
Ceni, Van der Hoeven, and a multitude 
of others. 

Roubenovitch and Hartemann say: 


-“An hour of intoxication is sufficient in 


a man; ordinarily sober, for the breed- 
ing of a defective child. Nicloux has 
Shown that the sperm contains a cer- 
tain quantity of alcohol within a half 
hour after drinking a pint of wine.” 





Dr. Sicard de Plauzoles, director of 
the Institut Fournier, Paris, says in 
his “Letter to an Adolescent”: ; 

“To young adults you should explain 
the consequences of alcohol’s action on 
reproduction, the deterioration of the 
germ, of the spermatozoa of men and 





. 
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the ova of women. The hereditary 
consequences of alcoholism are of all 
the most dreadful. Not only do the 
children of alcoholics die prematurely 
in great numbers but those who sur- 
vive are most often weak and degen- 
erate, doomed to nervous and mental 
sicknesses, epileptics, unbalanced crim- 
inals. 


alcoholic transmits to his offspring ac- 
quired defects of his nervous system 
by functional heredity—irritability, im- 
pulsiveness, instability, morbid craving 
for alcohol and other poisons, bad con- 
duct. Alcohol heredity is one of the 


most evident causes of antisocial tend- | 


encies—idleness, indecency, dishon- 
esty, all that conducts to disorder and 
debauchery. Thus heredity is _ the 
greatest danger from alcoholism.” 

Dr. de Plauzoles then quotes a -“Text- 
book on Hygiene” by three professors 
in the Medical Faculty of Lyons. to 


show that he is not singular in this — 


opinion: 

“Alcoholic families have an excessive 
infantile mortality, malformations, de- 
bility, nervous defects, moral defects. 
In the second generation, idiots, epilep- 
tics, and criminaks are frequent; in the 
third all the children are defective— 
idiots, backward, feeble-minded, fool- 
ish, epileptics.” 





Prof. Paul Perrin of the Medical Fac- 
ulty of Nantes has published in his 
great work L’Alcoolisme the results of 
a questionnaire made among physicians 
all over France. It supports over- 
whelmingly this opinion. He sums up 
as follows: 

(Continued on page 97) 








Notes on Open Letters 


A Long Attendance Record 


Thanks for the Tmmes—coyld not 
do without it. I’vé used it for ner- 
haps thirty years in my work as Sun- 
day school teacher of yoting men and 
women, too. . 
perfect Sunday school attendance 
since 1912—am now seventy years old, 
hale and hearty, work twelve to fif-’ 
teen hours week days, and on the go 
all day Sundays—A. L. Cleveland, 
editor, The Fort Meade Leader, Fort 
Meade, Florida. 

This encouraging letter from another 
editor came accompanied by two cop- 
ies of the Leader for December 5.. In 
one Mr. Cleveland had published in toto 
an article about the 100th anniversary 
of THE Sunpay ScHoot Trues which the 
Times had sent him. 

Mr. Cleveland’s record of perfect Sun- 
day school attendance for forty years 
is certainly remarkable and a challenge . 
to younger members and workers to 
“be... . stedfast, unmoveable, always. 
abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
asmuch as ye know that your labour 
is: not in, vain in ‘the Lord” (1 Cor. 15: 
58). 


“One cannot too often repeat it. The . 


. I have a record of . 
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T Lesson for February 15 


the Septuagint: 





~— TIL. Inspiration 


The famous Greek translation of 
the Old Testament 


FOURTH point is that about 
the year 280 B.C. a translation 
of the Hebrew Scriptures into 

Greek was commenced by Alexandrian | 
Jews. The translation was completed 
by 180 B.C. It is known as the Sep- 
tuagint. Archdeacon F. W. Farrar, D.D., 
chaplain to Queen Victoria, though call- 
ing attention to a number of infelicities 
in the translation, yet writes this about 
“To the Alexandrian 
Jews, and generally to the Jews of the 
Dispersion, it furnished an occasion for 
unmitigated joy. They could now point 
with pride to the writings of Moses 
and the Prophets in proof that they too 
were in possession of a priceless liter- 
ature. .. . Though Hebrew was now a 
dead language, and the Jews of Europe 
and Asia had for the most part for- 
gotten their native Aramaic, they were 
kept faithful to the laws and institu- 
tions of their fathers. Moses was read 
in the synagogues every Sabbath day, 
and interpreted into a tongue under- 
stood of the people” (“The Early Days 
of Christianity,” p. 141). 


The Bible of Most N. T. Writers 


The usefulness of this translation as 
conveying the message of God is shown 
in this from “The International Stand- 
ard Bible Encyclopedia”: “Then came 
the most momentous event in its his- 
tory, the starting point’ of a new life; 
the translation was taken over from 
the Jews by the Christian Church. It 
was the Bible of most writers of the 
New Testament. Not only are the ma- 
jority of their express citations from 
Scripture borrowed from it, but their 
writings contain numerous _ reminis- 
cences of its language. Its words are 
household words to them. It laid for 
them the foundation of a new religious 
terminology. It was a potent weapon 
for missionary work, and when Ver- 
sions of the Scriptures into other lan- 
guages became necessary, it was in most 
cases the LXX [Septuagint] and not 
the Hebrew from which they were 
made” (Art. “Septuagint”). Now the 
Holy Spirit is the Author, the Origi- 
nator, of the Greek words of the New 
Testament. The fact that He led its 
writers when using the Old Testament 
to quote so often from the Greek Sep- 
tuagint is proof enough that He sanc- 
tioned those translations of Hebrew 
words and sentences into another lan- 
guage in order that the mind and mes- 
Sage of God might be known by man. 

5. Another illustration on Inspiration 
and Translation is:given in John 19:19, 
20: “And Pilate wrote a title, and put 
it on the Cross. And the writing was, 
JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF 
THE JEWS. This title then read many 
of the Jews: for the place where Jesus 
Was crucified was nigh to the city: and 
it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, 





the Jews was translated 
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and Translation—The Septuagint 


This is the third article in a series of 
four by Dr. Arthur Petrie of Seattle. 
In this he reviews the history of the 
translation of the Old Testament used 
by most writers of the New; and calls 
attention to the fact that the inscrip- 
tioh over Christ’s head on the cross 
was given in three languages and that 
angels spoke in the language of the’ 
people whom they addressed. The 
final article will appear next week. 








and Latin.” Two Gospel writers re- 
cord this circumstance: Luke (23:38), 
who wrote mainly for the Gentiles, and 
John, who wrote for the world. Luke 
records it without comment; John com- 
ments on it in chapter 19:20-22. It is 
to be noted that Pilate, a Roman gover- 
nor, wrote the title, but the Holy Spirit 
caused it to be written in the Holy 
Scriptures. The title was written in 
three languages, to indicate that God 
willed its message to be conveyed to 
each reader in the language he or she 
understood. , 

Oh, what a world of meaning is 
packed into the fact that the “title” 
over the Saviour’s cross was written 
in several languages! It was no less 
the word and message of God because 
written in different languages. Each 
language conveyed to each reader a 
great Bible truth (though not then 
understood), emphasized in the Bible, 
that the Lord Jesus is indeed the King 
of the Jews, and yet to be the King of 
the nations. Certainly “God intended 
it to be a declaration of what He 
(Jesus) really was, notwithstanding His 
present disgrace.” Therefore it was 
written in Hebrew, and Greek, and 
Latin that the peoples of the earth rep- 
resented by those languages might come 
to know the truth written there. “He- 
brew was the national dialect, Latin 
the official, and Greek the common. 


Christ the Real Center 

As the national Hebrew, King of 
into Latin 
and Greek, so the inscription was pro- 
phetic that Christ should pass into civil 
administration and common _ speech: 
that the Hebrew Messiah should be- 
come equally the deliverer of Greek 
and Roman: that as Christ was the 
real center of the religious civilization 
of Judaism, so He should become the 
real center of the world’s intellectual 
movement as represented by Greece, 
and of its legal and material civilization 
as represented by Rome” (“Vincent’s 
Word Studies,” John, p. 284). 

The deeper we meditate this remark- 
able fact of the three languages written 
above the head of Christ, the more we 
shall see that God intended then, and 
intends now, that His word and message 
be put into the danguages of all the 


By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


earth—languages which He Himself 
originated. That fact drew this com- 
ment from Matthew Henry: “God so 
ordering it that this should be written 
in the three then most known tongues, 
it was intimated thereby that Jesus 
“Christ should be a Saviour to all 
nations, and not to the Jews only: and 
also that every nation. should hear in 
their own tongue the wonderful works 
of the Redeemer. Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin, were the vulgar [common] lan- 
guages at that time in this part of the 
world; so that this teaches us that the 
knowledge of Christ ought to be dif- 
fused throughout every nation in their 
own’ tongue, the Scripture being the 
proper vehicle of it, that people may 
converse as freely with the Scripture 
as they do with their neighbours.” 

It deserves notice that Matthew 
called the writing over the head of 
Jesus His “accusation,” and Luke called 
it a “superscription,” but John called it 
a “title,” Latin titulus. I suggest that 
this may mean more than a “notice.” 
The Latin word titulus means an “in- 
scription of honor, of glory,” and in 
English “title” Means “descriptive, espe- 
cially, a designation of nobility.” The 
Holy Spirit would thereby teach us that 
though Jesus died with malefactors, 
and as a malefactor, He was in truth a 
titled Person, an honorable and glorious 
Person—a King. When asked to change 
the title, Pilate gave this answer, “What 
I Mave written I have written,” mean- 
ing, probably unknowingly, that Jesus 
is a King forever. The Holy Spirit re- 
corded the words in the Greek perfect 
tense, the tense of permanency! Hal- 
lelujah! 


Recorded Messages of Angels 


6. Our theme, Inspiration and Trans- 
lation, may be further illustrated by 
these messages of angels. The angels 
of God, I suppose, have a language pe- 
culiar to themselves; but they have 
been sent by God to speak to men and 
women. They spoke in a language 
understood by the person addressed. 
In Daniel 9:22-27 Gabriel, an angel of 
God, spoke, viva voce, to Daniel. His 
words were God’s words, and they are 
recorded in the Hebrew language. The 
same “angel Gabriel. was sent from 
God” to speak to the virgin Mary. His 
words: are recorded in Greek (Luke 1: 
26-38). An angel spoke to the “shep- 
herds abiding in the field,” on the night 
of the birth of “Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:8-12). His words are recorded in the 
Greek language. Acts 10:3-6 tells, of 
an angel speaking to “Cornelius, a cen- 
turion of the band called the Italian.” 


‘ 


Cornelius was likely a Latin. Did the. 


angel speak to him in that language? 
Possibly so, but the words are recorded 
in Greek. ' 

The point of these instances of angels 
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speaking is that since God sent angels 
' to speak His word and message te men 
in a language understood by each, He 
certainly sanctions and ordains men to- 
day to translate His Scriptures into 
languages of the various language 
groups of the earth, and what is faith- 
fully and honestly translated is His 
Word. The words of 1 Thessalonians 
2:13 are true_in reference to Inspiration 
and Translation: “For this cause also 
thank we God without ceasing, because, 
when ye received the word of God 


Diligent in Business 


The story of .the Christian 


EAN PICTON picked up the tele- 

phone from his desk at the Aetna 
Life Insurance Company. “Kathy 
brought an invitation home from school 
to a ‘Good News Club,’” he heard his 
wife relate, “It’s sponsored by the 
Christian Business Men’s Committee. 
Are you familiar with an organization 
like that?” ° 

“No, I’m not,” he admitted. 

“Many Communist fronts have nice 
respectable names. Or it could be some 
sort of racket to sell cosmetics or some- 
thing.” 

“Tl cali the Better Business Bureau 
and find out.” 

He phoned immediately and stated 
his question. 

“The Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee is sound all right,” came the re- 
ply. “Their International Convention 
is being held here in Toledo at ,the 
present time. I'll give you some names 
of local members here in town.” 

Mr. Picton wrote down the names 
and discovered he knew one of them 
to be a respectable businessman. He 
assured his wife that the Good News 
Club was all right. 

The Pictons put the matter of CBMC 
aside. A day or two later R. G. Le- 
Tourneau, a Texas industrialist, and 
Waldo Yeager, president of Toledo’s 
Cortland Produce Company, were the 
guest speakers: at an American Legion 
luncheon that Dean Picton attended. 
They were introduced as two CBMC 
directors. ; 

After hearing them he wanted to 
hear more. The following evening 
he. and his wife attended the CBMCI 
Convention being held in the Civic 
Auditorium. There were hymns and 
testimonies that were climaxed by a dy- 
namic message from Arnold Grunigen, 
an investment broker. At the close of 
the message, Dean Picton stood to re- 
céive Christ as his Saviour before a 
crowd of 1,700. 2 

In many instances we see how ef- 
fectually the Spirit of God is working 
through the CBMC in bringing salva- 
tion and Christian fellowship to many 
businessmen. In 1930, a group of men 
in Chicago, Illinois, had the desire to 
see an evangelistic movement begun to 
reach businessmen. They felt that the 
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which ye heard of us, ye received it 
not as the word of men, but as it is in 
truth, the word of God, which effectu- 
ally worketh also in you that believe.” 
They heard God’s truth in words under- 
stood by them. Paul spoke several 
languages, yet they received them as 
the words of God. So we must accept 
the translated Word, duly tested with 
the original, as the Word of God, “as 
it is in truth.” 
(To be continued) 


Business Men’s Committee 
By JOANNE WINTERS WILSON 


organized church needed help in this 
field of evangelism. With these men 
of six different denominations, the first 
Christian Business Men’s Committee 
was organized. Similar committees 
were formed in San Francisco, Seattle, 
and other places in 1938. In 1939, the 
Christian Business Men’s Committee In- 
ternational came into being. 

In that same year Robert P. Wood- 
burn, who is a past director of CBMCI 
and 1958 chairman of the CBMC of 
Washington, D. C., was converted and 
shortly afterwards moved to St. Paul, 
Minnesota. He felt the need of Chris- 
tian fellowship and a concern for bus- 
inessmen who did not know his Sav- 
iour. This could not be accomplished 
in civic clubs. As his concern deep- 
ened, he’ got in touch with several 
Christian men. The following week, in 
a hotel’ room, twelve men formed a 
luncheon fellowship group. About a 
year later, they learned of CBMCI with 
headquarters in Chicago and asked 
Frank Sheriff, who was then executive 
secretary of the Chicago Committee to 
speak. He so clearly set forth the 
positive witness of CBMC that, after 
some correspondence with CBMCI 
headquarters, they applied for mem- 
bership and were accepted. The Lord 
enabled them to witness conversions at 
the luncheons and special meetings of 
CBMC. 

In 1942, the Lord led Mr. Woodburn 
to Washington, where he found a small 
\CBMC with Bill Bond as first chairman. 
In 1944, with Vernon Hill as chairman, 
the group launched into opening a serv- 
icemen’s center, which God has blessed 
with over one hundred souls converted 
each month since the opening. Eight 
years later, they were renting a room 
for their meetings from a tavern owner. 
His tavern was next door, and he asked 
them to move because they were hurt- 
ing his business. They located a dance 
hall half a block away renting for 
$1,400 a month. The Lord supplied 
all their need for this, the radio pro- 
gram, telephone ministry, bookstore, 
and tract ministry. The only difficulty 
was the poolroom across from the hall. 
But after much prayer, the poolroom 
burned out and left only a place sancti- 
fied for His glory. ~ 











CBMC is the outstanding Christian 
organization of ‘business and profess. 
ional men today, carrying a \positive 
witness of man-to-man aggressive 
evangelism. It is an organization with- 
out the aid of paid field secretaries, with 
more than four hundred committees 
operating in the United States, Canada, 
and 23 foreign countries, recording more 
than 60,000 decisions a year among 
servicemen and business and profes- 
sional men in all walks of life. i 

CBMC is doing a job of personal 
witnessing for Jesus Christ in every- 
day life. The alert CBMCer is sensi- 
tive to the ever-present wooing of the 
Holy Spirit and has countless oppor- 
tunities during the routine business day 
to witness and testify about the Lord. 
He is also a potent factor in unifying 
the lay power of our Gospel forces 
that denominational distinctions tend 
to keep apart. They leave ecclesiastical 
matters to the preachers, but accept 
the great commission as applying to all 
believers. 

Since each group is autonomous and 
responsible to formulate its own pro- 
gram of activities; the work under- 
taken differs with the needs of different 
localities and the ideas of different 
leadership. However, headquarters 
does provide helpful guidance and var- 
ious forms of assistance. 

No one can be a member of CBMC 
unless he gives testimony of being born 
again and is an active member of a 
local church or assembly. 

Ninety-two per cent attend morning 
or evening service, sixty-seven per cent 
are teachers, superintendents, or of- 
ficers of Sunday schools, seventy-six 
per cent attend prayer meetings, sixty- 
three per cent are church officers, and 
thirty per cent sing in the church 
choirs. This is the result of a_ poll 
recorded in “What We Believe,” a 
CBMC pamphlet. 

Pastors have said that men who have 
come in contact with CBMC have be- 
come more efficient church members 
and soul-winners. 

“I didn’t begin to serve and live for 
Christ until I became completely sub- 
merged in CBMC and thereby learned 
God’s plan and will for my life,” R. P. 
Woodburn stated. “Not only diligent 
in business and private life because of 
CBMC, but also in my church where I 
serve as an elder, Sunday school super- 
intendent, and chairman of various 
committees.” 

Although the first objective of CBMC 
is man-to-man evangelism, many other 
activities are used to reach the un- 
saved. They hold banquets, luncheons, 
and dinners in first-class hotels or rest- 
aurants. These have proved to be 4a 
very effective ministry in reaching 
other businessmen for Christ. 

Leonard Fischer gave his testimony 
in the June, 1957, issue of CBMC’s mag- 
azine Contact. “Shortly after I began 
managing the El Topaz Restaurant in 
Lodi, Calif. members of the Christian 
Business Men’s Committee contacted me 
about holding their dinner meetings 
twice a month in the banquet room. 
I agreed, but it never occurred to me 
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that I would regret that decision a 
short time later. 

“My office adjoined the banquet 
room, and as the CBMC men met I 
would sit and listen to the music, the 
testimonies, and the messages. Here 
were prominent businessmen telling of 
their personal faith in Jesus Christ. It 
began to irritate me, and, on many 
occasions, I was tempted to throw them 
out.” 

Soon afterwards he was saved and 
began attending the meetings of the 
Christian Business Men’s Committee in 
his own restaurant. He became 1958 
chairman of the Lodi group. 

Christian Centers are also . provided 
for servicemen and youth. The .com- 
mittee in Indianapolis became the 
father and sponsor of CMMC or Chris- 


‘tian Military Men’s Committee. 


Colonel Cecil R. Hill, former Inspec- 
tor General of the Korean . Military 
Advisory Group, stated the following 
in February Contact. “Hundreds of 
servicemen have found their way to 
the Lord through the witness of CMMC. 
In Korea, CBMC and CMMC work to- 
gether as a team. The chairman of 
the first CMMC in the Korean Armed 
Forces, at Kyung-Ju, Lt. Col. Lee 
Kyung Wha, later was discharged from 
the Army and organized a CBMC at 
Kampori.” 

Other activities of CBMC are radio 
broadcasts and advertisements through 
billboards and newspapers. One night, 
a couple was going home from a dance. 
They noticed a sign placed near the 
side of the highway by CBMC. It 
read, “Are you tired of sin? ‘Try 
Jesus.” They said to each other, “May- 
be we ought to try that.” A short time 
later the man became a Christian, and 
is now a. faithful witness in CBMC. 

The Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee distributes attractive and im- 
pressive looking tracts in strategic lo- 
cations. They are left with tips in 
restaurants and are used in open-air 
meetings, hospitals, and jail services. 

Delegates and visitors attend the In- 
ternational Convention held once a year 
in October. The 21st Annual Con- 
vention was held in Philadelphia, Oc- 
tober 15-19, 1958. The theme was 
“Reaching Forth,” with the Scripture 
verse, “Where there is no vision the 
people perish” (Prov. 29:18). 

Last year, following a convention, a 
Kansas man said, “These were five of 
the most blessed days of my life.” 

CBMC conducts and sponsors summer 
camps for boys\and girls, supplies re- 
ligious films for schools and churches, 
and sends out Gospel teams. 

The telephone ministry is a unique 
project. A particular number is placed 
in a classified ad or on small cards, 
which are then distributed. The cards 
read: “For a very important personal 
Message call—.” In calling the num- 
ber the reply might be: “Yes, we have 
an important personal message for you 
from the Word of God. Would you 
like to hear it?” If the answer is 
“Yes,” the Gospel is presented; if “no,” 
the caller is politely thanked and hangs 
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up. When a sign of spiritual interest 
is shown there is a careful follow-up. 

Booths or tents are set up at county 
fairs and stock shows. Gospel records 
are played and religious films shown. 
Flannelgraph, tracts, and CBMC litera- 
ture is displayed. This includes the 
official publication of the CBMCI, Con- 
tact. A sample copy will be sent upon 
request from 127 South Wacker Drive, 
Chicago 6. 

As to the latest news of the organi- 
zation David R. Enlow, director of 
publications, stated: 

“A national advertising program is 
being considered in such magazines as 
Time, Newsweek, United States News 
and World Report, and Fortune for the 
primary purpose of reaching the top- 
notch business executives of the coun- 
try with the Gospel. Also, a direct 
mail campaign is being conducted 
whereby letters containing some spir- 
itual emphasis, written by businessmen 
for other businessmen, are being sent 
out from the Chicago office so _ that 
local members may have a ‘door- 
opener’ to help reach their unsaved 
business acquaintances. 

“Our detailed plans for the future, 
other than these’ two projects, are to 
continue encouraging our members to a 
more faithful man-to-man witnessing 
effort and to engage in Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s Crusades in various areas. 
Those particular projects are our most 
important job for the next five years 
and also are the most significant work 
now being done by CBMC.” 

Through CBMC Christian business- 
men labor for the Master, carrying out 
the theme verse of the organization, 
“Diligent in business; fervent in spirit; 
serving the Lord” (Rom. 12:11). 

Nyack, N. Y. 
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Teacher’s Records 
By Evelyn Witter 


EEPING records efficiently can 

‘make teaching Sunday school eas- 
ier, more pleasurable, and give worth- 
while benefits to your class. Nor need 
records be ledgerlike to accomplish their 
purpose. They can be kept on file cards, 
or in a notebook, or in a series of small 
notebooks. 

A variety of important information 
can go into your records—for example: 
attendance. Attendance records can 
show at a glance where additional effort 
is needed toward those pupils whose 
attendance is spasmodic. Here also is 
listed addresses and telephone numbers 
to facilitate personal contacts. Such in- 
formation about visitors makes it pos- 
sible for you to follow them up with an 
invitation to visit Sunday school again. 

Another record you will want to keep 
is the record of visits your class has 
made to other churches, or on a farm. 
field trip, or to a camp. In your records 
you should have the names of the peo- 
ple to contact for another such excur- 
sion for another class, together with 
directions of how to get there, difficul- 
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ties’ previously encountered, and ex- 
perience-prompted statements of how 
these trips could be improved. These 
records make return trips easier for you 
and more enjoyable for your pupils. 

Lesson aids have a place in your rec- 
ord. Notes about film strips, pictures, 
handicraft materials, guest speakers, 
and the like, will be a good springboard 
next year, when you teach the same unit 


again. Comments about which aids. 


were most effective and how they could 
have been used to fuller advantage will 
help build more effective presentations 
year after / year. 

In the same category, a few sentences 
about how each lesson was received is 
always helpful. The parts of the lesson 
that did not seem to sustain interest, 
the parts of the lesson where interest 
was the highest, the questions the pu- 
pils asked, the Biblical references, gen- 
eral class reaction—all these points are 
pertinent to know when you are prepar- 
ing the same lesson for another class. 

A list of prepared questions is a great 
help in lesson preparation. Instruction- 
packed, thought-provoking questions 
often represent hours of teacher prep- 
aration. The record of these questions 
together with the answers they drew, 
show clearly which are the good ques- 
tions, which should be used again, and 
which flopped and should be revamped. 

Still another valuable item in the 
teacher’s record book is a list of refer- 
ence books and pamphlets used as ex- 
tracurricular reading, with a comment 
about each one. Obviously such a list 
saves the repeated searchings for suit- 
able reading material. Such a prepared 
list also gives prompt help to the pupils 
who express a desire to do additional 
reading. 

Without a doubt, a teacher’s records 
are worth the small time and effort they 
require. Records help eliminate the less 
effective material and activities, and 
highlight the best. They bring forth 
teaching evaluation, making your Sun- 
day school teaching more beneficial, 
more pleasurable to both teacher and 
pupil, easier, smoother, and more satis- 
fying to you and to those you teach. 


Mian, ILL. 
s 
Cruising in the Inland 


Waterways 


ANY experienced travelers believe 
that the Inside Passage from Van- 


- couver, B. C., through channels between 


snow-capped mountain peaks to Skag- 
way, Alaska, over one thousand miles 
northward, is one of the most beautiful 
waterways in the world. This year’s 
Christian Fellowship Tour party will be 
aboard the fine Canadian Pacific’s S.S. 
Princess Louise. 

The Inside Passage from Vancopver 
to Skagway is not only one of unrivaled 
beauty but also a historic route. It 
seems incredible today that these. placid 
waters and unforgettable scenery were 
once the scene of bitter struggle be- 
tween the ferocious, native Aleuts and 


(Continued on page 96) 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 15. JESUS QUESTIONED ABOUT THE 
GREAT COMMANDMENT (Temperance) 


Mark 12:28-34; printed text, same 


Golden Text.—And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with 
all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt-offerings 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Mark 12:28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard 
them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had an- 
swered them well, asked him, Which is the first command- 


ment of all? 


29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the command- 
ments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 
30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 


strength: this is the first commandment. 


and sacrifices.—Mark 12:33 


but he: 


32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast 
said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other 


33 And to love him with all the heart, and with all the 


understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the 


strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than 
all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices. 

34 And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he 
said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. 


And no man after that durst ask him any question. 


31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy 


neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment 


greater than these. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


66 HICH is the first command- 
ment of all?” 

This is the third in a series 

of questions addressed to our Lord. 

The first’ was political (Mark 12: 


13-17); the second was doctrinal (vv. 
18-27); this is in the sphere of morals 
(vv. 28-34). While the first two ques- 


tions were obviously cunning, this ques- 
tion seems sincere. The scribe was in- 
deed “tempting” Christ (Matt. 22:35), 
but in the sense of “proving” His ability 
to answer wisely. Else the Saviour 
never would have told him that he was 
“not far from the kingdom of God” 
(Mark 12:34). 

Note the patience with which the 
Lord Jesus replied to all three ques- 
tions. He could read the hearts ef His 
enemies like a book. Yet He was will- 
ing to listen to their queries, whether 
they were sincere or not, and answer 
them with dignity and calm composure. 
In each case His reply is a masterpiecé 
of insight and logic. - No wonder His 
opponents desisted from this form of 
attack (see Mark 12:34). 

The dual command—to love God and 
one’s neighbor—is absolute and to- 
talitarian. It involves heart, mind, 
strength, and will. Nothing must be 
withheld. No half measures will do. 
God demands all our devotion and en- 
joins us to complete sacrificial love for 
our neighbors: 

Such love is indeed more important 
than “whole burnt-offerings and sacri- 
fices” (Mark 12:33). It should of course 
result in worship which glorifies God. 
But it is “more than” the mere ex- 
ternalities of worship for a very good 
reason. A person may engage in the 


outward forms and ceremonies of, re- 
ligion while his heart is far ‘from God. 
He may make a show of his “burnt- 
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offerings” although inwardly he is love- 
less toward God. He may be doing 
without loving. On the other hand, if 
he truly loves the Lord and as a conse- 
quence his neighbor, he will rejoice 
in .the observance of outward ordi- 
nances which magnify his God. He will 
be both loving and doing. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 12:28.—“And one of the scribes 
came ... and perceiving that he had 
answered them well, asked him, Which 
is the first commandment of all?” Mat- 
thew states that the scribe was a 
“lawyer” (22:35), doubtless especially 
versed in the Mosaic Law. By “first” 
he meant “pre-eminent,” or “primary” 
(cf. “great” in Matt. 22:36). The Jews 
divided the Pentateuch into 613 pro- 
hibitions and precepts. = 


Verse 29.—“. . . Jesus answered him, 
The first of all the commandments is, 
Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is 
one Lord.” Literally, “The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one.” This oft- 
recited Hebrew formula, quoted from 
Deuteronomy 6:4, affirms the strong 
monotheism of Israel. Some Jews 
looked upon the recitation of its words 
as a guarantee of entrance into Para- 
dise! Christ gladly affirms a magnifi- 
cent truth, even though it was often 
misapplied in His day. 

Verse 30.—“. . .\ thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart... all 
thy soul ...all thy mind... 
strength: this is the first command- 
ment.” The quotation is from Deuter- 
onomy 6:5. It is not enough to believe 
abstractly in the unity of God. The be- 
liever must be knit to God in the bonds 
of total love (note the repetition of 
“all”). His affections, emotions, mind, 
and will must all be lovingly focused 
upon the Lord. 


Verse .31—“The second is like ... 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self . . . none other commandment 


all thy- 


greater than these.” Literally, “the sec- 
ond is this.” Christ quotes Leviticus 
19:18. The Pharisees gladly assented to 
the first of the two commandments; 
theoretically they acknowledged the ne- 
cessity of loving God. But this second 
commandment, so pointedly emphasized 
by the Saviour, must have stung their 
consciences. Christ does not advocate 
self-love as such. He insists that. one 
show toward his neighbor as much care, 
concern, and interest as he shows ;to- 
ward himself. No combination of com- 
mandments can possibly transcend these 
two. 


Verse 32.—“The scribe said .. . Master, 
thou hast said the truth .. . there is one 
God ... there is none other but he.” 
The scribe was both respectful and 
sincere. Literally his reply begins, “Of 
a truth, Master, thou hast well said .. .” 
One must know that God is and who 
He is before he can truly love Him. 
This necessity was clearly reflected in 
Christ’s words. The scribe sensed its 
importance. 


Verse 33.—“To love him with all the . 


heart .. . understanding ... soul . 
strength, and to love his neighbour as 
himself, is more than all whole burnt- 
offerings and sacrifices.” The scribe 
understood correctly the need of total 
love for God and genuine love for one’s 
neighbor. His omission (in the Greek) 
of “with all the soul” (psyche) was not 
disagreement, but a mere abbreviation. 
His reference to burnt offerings and 
sacrifices shows that our Lord’s words 
had found their mark. The lawyer 
agreed that no ritual of any kind is a 
substitute for love of God and man 
(cf. 1 Sam. 15:22; Mic. 6:6-8). - 


Verse 34.—“When Jesus saw that he 
answered discreetly, he said ... Thou 
art not far from the kingdom of God 

. no man after that durst ask him 
any question.” “Discreetly” is “intelli- 
gently” (Gr.). The scribe had taken 
the initial steps toward the Kingdom. 
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He understood the totalitarian nature 
of God’s basic commands. Sincere as 
he was, he would quickly discover his 
inability perfectly to obey these com- 
mands; and thus he would be compelled 
to realize his need of a Saviour (cf, 
Gal. 3:24). The questioning ceased be- 
cause our Lord had demonstrated His 
divine ability to answer not only 
clearly but also with convicting power. 


“The Heart of the Lesson 


Try to understand the actual content 
of our Lord’s twofold emphasis on love, 
the relationship between the two areas 
of love, the reason for summarizing the 
commandments in this way, and the 
challenge of the teaching to the human 
heart. ; 

Total love toward God and man is 
two-edged: positive and negative, in- 
clusive and exclusive. The entire per- 
son must love God and neighbor. This 
is positive and clear-cut. ‘It includes 
the whole being. One must not love 
half-heartedly, nor with only partial 
strength, nor with mental reservations. 
All must be laid on the altar of loving 
devotion. . But this positive ideal has 
its negative aspect. If all of a person 
loves God and neighbor, unloving 
thoughts and desires are thereby ex- 
cluded. There is no room for unwar- 
rantéd impatience, anger, and hatred. 
If my entire being is devoted to God 
no space is left in my heart, mind, or 
will for that which is base, unloving, 
or godless. 

Love for God and man are closely 
related. Notice three important truths: 
First, love for God is primary. It 
comes first. One cannot truly love his 
neighbor in disinterested fashion unless 
he loves God with all his heart. Second, 
love for God is productive: it issues 
in love for man. The logic is: true 
love for God involves confidence in His 
Word and leads to saving faith in His 
Son; the Holy Spirit then takes up 
His residence in the heart; He produces 
His fruit, part’of which is “love” (Gal. 
5:22). Third, love for God is proven 
by love for one’s neighbor (study 1 
John 4:20, 21). 

Our Lord summarized the commands 
of God by emphasizing love because 
love is in truth “the fulfilling of the 
law” (Rom. 13:10). If a person is truly 
governed by love, he will not lightly 
dishonor his God or cause his neighbor 
distress. (Rom. 13:8-10 deals with this 
theme.) 

The. absoluteness, totality, and final- 
ity of the command to love is a stirring 
challenge to faith. Neither the scribe 
nor any other human being (apart from 
Christ) has ever perfectly measured up 
to the command. Who among us has 
loved God and his neighbor completely? 
Our Saviour’s words are a magnificent 
ideal; but apart from the Gospel they 
would cause us to. despair. They sum- 
mon us to perfect love but reveal our 
imperfection!. They make us realize 
our sin and desperate need of a Saviour. 
They. point us thus to Calvary where 
our sin problem was settled and where 


new life and victory in the Holy Spirit 


were made possible. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


6. February 8.—Jesus Questioned 
About the Resurrection. Luke 
20:27-40; John 14:1-7 


Next Week’s Lesson 
8. February 22.—Jesus Teaches 


About the End of the Age 
Matthew 25:31-46; Mark 13:1-37 








Outline of the Lesson 


1. The scribe’s question (Mark 12:28) 
2. The Saviour’s reply (vv. 29-31) 
3. The scribe’s assent (vv. 32, 33) 
4. The Saviour’s commendation (v. 34) 


Topics for Development 


Love and Obedience. Love for God 
and one’s neighbour is not mere senti- 
ment. It is a motivating, compelling 
force. It leads to obedience. The Lord 
Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments” (John 14:15). John 
wrote, “For this is the love of God, that 
we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous” (1 
John 5:3). Love is the root that pro- 
duces the fruit of obedience. 

Recall the Ten Commandments. If 
one wholly loves the true God, why 
should he have any ‘other gods before 
Him, or prostrate himself before idols, 
or desecrate the day which is holy unto 
his God? If he wholly loves his neigh- 
bor, why should he deprive him of 


‘\his life (murder) or of his property 


(theft)? Why should he threaten his 
neighbor’s home by covetousness or in- 
vade its sanctity by adultery? Love is 
a pure spring whence flow the unsullied 
waters of. obedience. 

If a man truly loves God and his 
neighbor, he will refrain from drink. 
For drink leads to _ irresponsibility 
which readily issues in moral disobedi- 
ence. 

Nearness to the Kingdom. The scribe 
who questioned our Lord had at least 
three virtues. He was sincere: he asked 
his question when he perceived that 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


WHAT Old Testament books was 
the scribe especially versed? 

2. What virtues: did he apparently 
possess? 

3. Into how many “commandments” 
had the Jews divided the Pentateuch? 

4. Why are the “love” command- 
ments basic? 

5. What divine standard determines 
our love for God? 

6. What divine standard édiauitiiie 
our love for man? 

7. What do these commandments ac- 
complish besides setting an ideal? 

8. Where does the Christian get his 
power to love God and man? 

9. How is love more important than 
“burnt-offerings”? 

10. What step is needed to take into 
the kingdom a person who is near the 
kingdom? 

(Answers on page 95) 
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Christ was qualified to answer (see 
Mark 12:28). He was respectful: he 
called the Lord “Master” (v. 32). He 
was intelligent: he understood the Sav- 
iour’s reply and interpreted it properly 
(see: v. 33). Sincerity, respect, and in- 
telligence—these may prove to be step- 
pingstones to faith. Earnest seekers 
after. truth should never be rebuffed. 
Thoughtful questions deserve careful 
answers. But no amount of sincerity, 
respect, or intelligence is a substitute 
for repentance for sin and a warm and 
vital faith in the Son of God. Blessed 
are those who are “not far from the 
kingdom of God” (v. 34) only if they 
put their trust in the Saviour and cross 
the welcoming threshold of the King- 
dom. 


Practical Applications 

In replying to the scribe’s question 
Christ appealed to the Old Testament 
Scriptures. Saturate yourself in the 
Word of God and your questions, too, 
will be answered. 

Love is a challenging ideal. Is my 
love for God complete? If not, what 
are the unsurrendered areas? The Lord 
wants. no divided allegiance. May I 
be entirely devoted to my God. 

How much do I love myself? How 
much time do I devote to my needs 
and desires? How much interest in 
my own well-being do I show? Now 
another frank question: Does my love 
for my neighbors match all this? 

Have I recently, shown neighborly 
love? Love for his soul: have I wit- 
nessed to: him? Love for his body: 
have I at least inquired after his health? 
Love is magnetic. 
woo my neighbor to Christ. 

A pointed illustration. If I am ‘gen- 
uinely interested in my neighbor’s wel- 
fare, do I refrain from intoxicating 


drinks lest I cause him to stumble?- 


The “burnt offerings” of worship, 


charity, and service are important. But - 


without love for God and faith in His 
Son they are hollow and spurious. 


Golden Text 
Mark 12:33.—“To love him with all 
the heart .. . all the understanding ... 


all the soul... all the strength, and to 
love his neighbour as himself, is more 
than all whole burnt-offerings and sac- 
rifices.” Love for God and neighbor 
must be complete. It far transcends 
outward ceremony, which indeed is 


_meaningless ‘apart from love. The ideal 


of perfect love is so high, and it so 
clearly reveals man’s weakness that. it 
highlights his need of a Saviour and 
points him to the Cross. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


s 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


« _.. and perceiving that he had an- 
swered them well...” (Mark 12:28). — 
Weymouth renders it, “Then one of the 
Scribes, . . . well knew that Jesus had 
given them an answer to the point, and 
a forcible one, came forward.” It is 
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92 (8) 
instructive to notice that the answers 
the Lord gave to those who sought “to 
catch him in his words” were no eva- 
sions. 

Too often when public speakers are 
heckled today, the questioners are given 
replies that are considered smart and 
may cause the crowd to laugh but cause 
the questioner to leave. 

When a heckler asked a_ speaker, 
“Where did Cain get his wife?” he was 
answered with this “smart” evasion: 
“From his mother-in-law, of course!” 
The crowd laughed, but that speaker 
lost a golden opportunity to give a sat- 


isfactory answer to that man and to the - 


crowd. 

Our Lord sought to instruct in “meek- 
ness those who opposed themselves (2 
Tim. 2: 24-26), in order that they might 
recover themselves from the snare of 
the Devil in which they were caught. 
Preachers and teachers do well to imi- 
tate Him! 

“Which is the first commandment of 
all?” (Mark 12:28.)—The Pharisees ar- 
gued that since there were 365 prohi- 
bitions and 248 commands in the Law 
(613 in all), some must be more im- 
portant than others: which then, was 
the most important? 

The question seemed to them a ques- 
tion that could not be answered. But 
our Lord with startling simplicity an- 
swered it satisfactorily to the ques- 
tioner. 

Dr. W. Graham Scroggie said of the 
Lord: “He always went to the heart of 
things. He always disentangled the ab- 
solute from the relative, and the es- 
sential from the dependable. So here, 
He says that the whole Law can be 
summed up in one word, Love: that 
love operates in two directions, towards 
God and towards men.” 


Nothing is true but Love, or aught of worth; 
Love is the incense which doth sweeten earth. 


O merchant of heaven’s mart for heavenly ware, 


Love is the only coin which passes there. 


The wine of Love can be obtained of none, 
Save Him who trod the wine-press all alone. 


—Rk. C. Trench 

“Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is 
one Lord” (Mark 12:29).—These words 
are quoted from Deuteronomy 6:4. 
George Goodman, commenting on them, 
says: “‘Hear, O Israel, Jehovah [singu- 
lar] our Elohim [plural] is one Jehovah 
{singular].’ This is more specifically 
revealed in the New Testament in the 
baptismal formula, ‘In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost,’ and in the benediction of 2 Co- 
rinthians 13:14, ‘The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost, be 
with you all.’ So that though the ex- 
pression, ‘the Trinity,’ is not found in 
the Bible, the fact that God is Three 
in One and One is Three is clearly 
shown.” 


Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name, 
In earth and sky 
Holy, 
God 


and sea 
Holy, Holy! Merciful and Mighty! 
in Three Persons, blessed Trinity! 


“And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart. . 


30). —Love with “all thy heart,” or with 
perfect sincerity; with “all thy soul,” 
with 


or with the utmost fervor: “all 






-” (Mark 12: - 
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thy mind,” or in the fullest exercise of 
an enlightened reason; and with “all 
thy strength,” or the whole energy of 
our being. 
’Tis just, that God should not be dear 

ere self engrosses all the thought; 


And, groans and murmurs make it clear. 
atever else is lov’d, the Lord is ‘not. 


The love of Thee flows just as much 
As that of ebbing Self subsides; 
Our hearts, their scantiness is such, 

Bear not the conflict of 


Both cannot govern in one soul; 
Then let self-love be dispossess’d; 
The Love of God deserves the whole, 
And will not dwell with-so despis’d a guest, 


—Madame Guyon 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself” (Mark 12:31) .—The Jews’ neigh- 
bor was the Gentiles—over whom they 
were: losing no love. Our neighbors are 
those standing in need of our ministra- 


tions. How much love are we spending 
on them? 
“And to love ... is more than all 


whole burnt-offerings and _ sacrifices” 
(Mark 12:33).—“Love is. the fulfilling 
of the law” (Rom. 13:10), as the apos- 
tle explains, because “love worketh no 
ill to his neighbour.” 

“He said unto him, Thou art not far 
from the kingdom . . .” (Mark 12:34).— 
The lawyer grasped the truth that love 
is more than sacrifice and ritual. To 
understand the truth is to be near bless- 
ing. We are not told that he <eoeeet 
entered the Kingdom! 

When one knows the a of Christ, 
he is not far from salvation and eternal 
life. But he must believe to be saved 
(Luke 8:12; Acts 16:31). 

The Law commands love, but does 
not impart it. The Gospel bids us “be- 
lieve,” and “faith . . . worketh by love” 
(Gal. 5:6). 


Wawona, CALIF. 


x 
From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris ° 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNs 
“The Lord’s My Shepherd” 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
“I Stand Amazed in the Presence” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—O God, 
our Father, whose love has given us 
every good and perfect gift and whose 
crowning gift of love is Christ, we 
thank Thee for our Saviour. We thank 
Thee for the words of life He spoke. 
We thank Thee for the death He died 
for us. Bless our study of the words of 
our Lord before us just now and make 
us of those who love Thee with all our 
heart and our fellow man as ourselves. 
Forgive us where we have forgotten 
Thy love to us and lived for self. For- 
give us when we have been unloving to 
others. Send us on our way ever to put 
Thee first, others next, and self last. 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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To this end fill us with Thy Spirit and — 


lead us into those good works which 
lie.in Thy plan for us to do. Give Thy 
blessing to all who love Thee and live 
to please Thee and hasten the time 
when Thy will shall be done on earth 
as in Heaven, for Christ our Saviour’s 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson—This command to 
love God wholeheartedly is the greatest 
commandment because nothing is more 
important than how we treat God. From 
Him we come, to Him we go, and by 
Him we shall be judged. He has given 
us the Saviour to free us from sin and 


fit us for Heaven and therefore richly © 


deserves our love. Moreover it takes 


FOR GOD 


love for God to make us wish to keep 
all His commands. To love God is to 
long to please Him in all things. 

But how cah we be brought to love 
God with our whole heart? By seeing 
and feeling thankful for all His good- 
ness and kindness to us. His crowning 
act of love is His giving His Son to die 
for our sins. .When we see the wonder 
of God’s love in. this, then we fee] like 
the African slave boy who was bought 
and freed by a missionary. When told 
he had been bought out from the serv- 
ice of his cruel master and was free, 
the boy danced for joy, crying out, “I’m 
free!” After a while he said to the mis- 
sionary, “What shall I do now? Where 
shall I go?” “You are free,” was the 
reply.. “You can go anywhere you like.” 
“White man,” said the boy, “you took 
me in and never rested till you had set 
me free. But I don’t want to be free; 
I want to be your boy always.” “Al- 
right,” said the missionary, “we will 
work together for the Lord Jesus.” 

So, when Christ saves us and frees 
us from bondage to Satan and sin, we 
want to live and work for the Lord to 
whom we owe so much. All our desire 
is to please Him just because we love 
Him. And we love Him because He 
first loved us. 


Cauecary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, sometimes large issues 

hang on a very small word. In to- 
day’s lesson it is the little word “all.” 
In the seven verses of the assigned text 
(Mark 12:28-34) the word “all” occurs 
ten times, and from that little word 
springs a world of meaning. It is so 
important that I looked in my “Strong’s 
Exhaustive Concordance” to see the 
original Greek word from which it is 
translated, and found it to be holos, 
which includes not only “all, ” but also 
“whole,” “complete” (“in extent, amount, 
time_or degree”) “altogether,” “every 
whit,” and “throughout.” It covers 
everything. What an answer that scribe ° 
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got when he asked Jesus, “Which is the 
first commandment of all?” 

It could well upset all your concep- 
tions of the Christian life and I wonder 
if you can take it. You must take it, 
because Jesus said: it. You cannot af- 
ford to doubt it or ignore it. 

Jesus told the scribe, “Thou shalt love 


’ the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 


and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength ... 
And ... thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself.” 

Love the Lord with all your heart. 
The heart is capable of loving much, 
loving long, and loving many; love par- 
ents, love sisters and brothers, sweet- 
hearts, friends, people. And where does 
God come in? God comes in first, with 
each of those other loves. It is not an 


‘ easy thing to do, because, like Thomas, 


we want to see whom we love, and God 
is a spirit we cannot see. We must ap- 
prehend Him by faith, believing His 
Word which tells us what He has done 
for us and is doing. We must ask Him 
in prayer to help us to believe and to 
help us love Him with all the heart, 
and more than we love any or all else. 
One definite help in this is to throw 
ourselves unreservedly into His service 
—not to neglect our job or our duty 
to others, but to identify that job or 
that duty with our loyalty to Him. We 
can put our love for our Lord into our 
daily work. 

With all the soul and all the mind. 
What a privilege to know that our very 
being belongs to God, that our mind is 
active in devising ways to serve Him— 
the whole intellect harnessed to God’s 
plans! “The best test of the measure of 
a man is in his relation to great move- 
ments, great problems, and great tasks. 
A small man will be overwhelmed by 
them, or else unconscious of their pres- 
ence or existence, and therefore inef- 
fective; but a man with red blood in 
his veins will rejoice in that it is his to 
relate himself to the great things God 
is doing in the world.” 

With all your strength. Physical 
strength is a great blessing when it is 
employed in something constructive and 
useful. It makes a happy closing of the 
day when we can lie down (weary, 
yes) and say, “Today I have wrought 
with my strength and such skill as I 
have, and for Christ’s sake I have 
caused somebody to rejoice; somebody 
is happier tonight because I have lived 
today and loved and labored for the 
love of Him who died on the cross for 
me.” Paul told the Colossians (3:23), 
“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord .. .” s 

We cannot all go into the ministry, 
or into the mission field. That privilege 


‘is reserved for comparatively few; but 


we can all make our lives count in 
some total way for our Lord, and that 
is the secret of a happy life. , 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
s 
Beware of.a spiritual obstinancy which 


sticks’ to a conviction instead of to 
Christ.—Oswald Chambers. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning let us first review Phi- 
lippians 2:5-7. Then let us learn 
verse 8: “And being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, and be- 
came obedient unto death, everi the 
death of the cross.” How much the 
Lord Jesus Christ did for our sakes! 
One of the scribes that had heard the 
wonderful answers Jesus gave to the 
questions of the Pharisees and the Sad- 
ducees asked Him another question. 
But it was not to try to catch Jesus in 
His words. It was because he wanted 
to know the answer. 

Read Mark 12:28. When he said, 
“Which is the first commandment?” he 
meant, “Which is the greatest?” The 
answer given by the Lord is most im- 
portant. It should bring conviction of 
sin to every man, woman, boy, and 
girl in the world. There are two kinds 
of sins: sins of commission and sins of 
omission. Sins of commission are sins 
people commit, like lying and stealing, 
whereas sins of omission are things peo- 
ple do not do that they should do. Read 
the answer Jesus gave this man in Mark 
12:29-31. Often people are not con- 
scious of having done many bad things. 
But if they studied the words of Jesus 
on this occasion, they would realize 
that they have not obeyed the greatest 
commandment of all. Don’t you think 
that disobeying the greatest command- 
ment must be a great sin? 

How did the scribe react to the Lord 
Jesus’ answer? Read verses 32, 33. (He 
agreed.) Right. Did that make him a 
Christian? (No.) Christ’s next words 
are significant. Read them in verse 34. 
(“Thou art not far from the kingdom 
of God.”) Jesus knew that this man 
was sincere. When Jesus told him 
which was the greatest commandment, 
he fully agreed. He was not far from 
the Kingdom of God but that did not 
put him inside of the Kingdom. There 
are many people who agree to the Gos- 
pel message, but that does not put them 
inside the fold. Each individual must 
have a personal interview with God 
about his sins, and make a definite ac- 
ceptance of the Saviour to Bet inside. 
Are you inside? 

If we are inside, then certainly we 


should keep God’s greatest command- —- 


ment. The more we pray, read the 
Bible, and obey it, the more our love 
for Him will grow. How about our 
love for others? That grows through 
exercise. The more we go out of our 
way to help others, the more our love 
for them will grow. 

A Japanese man was won to the Lendl 
because of the love shown him by 
Christian people. A Christian man 
cordially invited him to attend the Mis- 
sion church. When he got there, some- 
one smiled at him and handed him a 
hymnbook. As hé left the building 
others bowed and smiled at him. He 
asked the Christian who had invited 
him what presents he should take to 
these people who had greeted him so 
warmly. The Christian said, “They 
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don’t want presents. Love and kindness 
are part of the Christian religion.” The 
young Buddhist said, “There is no love 
in my religion.” And befofe long he 
was saved! Are visitors to our church 
impressed by our love and kindness? 

The other day, the mother of one of 
my pupils told me some miseries of 
her childhood that were caused by a 
drunken father. She said she wanted to 
protect her children from such a poor 
start in life. I asked her if liquor was 
banned from her home. She. said, “Yes, 
except on special occasions.” .I told 
her that I am thankful to have been 
raised in a home where there was never 
a drop. She said, “I think a little is 
all right.” I answered, “But if you 
never serve it, nobody can ever blame 
you for starting him on the path of the 
drunkard.” She admitted that was true, 
but I don’t think she’ll change her hab- 
its unless she is born again. 

But what about those of us who are 
saved? We know that intoxicating 
drinks are ruining lives all about us. 
Do we have enough love for other peo- 
ple to make us resolutely refuse to have 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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anything to do with liquor? If we do 
not, are we worthy. to be called Chris- 
tians? 

A native boy learned that the mis- 
sionary who had led him to Christ was 
facing a serious operation and would 
need blood. He asked at the hospital 
‘if he could give his blood to the mis- 
sionary. He was accepted and went 
cheerfully in. During the process he 
fainted. When he came to, he asked, 
“Is this Heaven?” He was surprised to 
learn that he was still on earth. He 
thad supposed that he would die when 
he gave his blood to the missionary, 
yet he gladly did it! That young con- 
vert knew something about real Chris- 
tian love. Do we? 

FERNDALE, WASH.. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Bules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons. for the year 1959 
oy be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
How To Understand.—And to love 

him with all the heart, and with all the 
understanding, and with all the soul, 
and with ail the strength, and to love 
his neighbour as himself, is more than 
all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices 
(Mark 12:33, Golden Text). Jeremy 
Taylor once said: “We must obey to 
understand. -We find in Holy Scripture 
that to obey God and to love Him is the 
way to understand the mysteries of 
the kingdom. It is not fitness of dis- 
course, nor sharpness of arguments that 
can penetrate into the mysteries of 
faith; the poor, humble person that 
prays, and: inquires simply, and listens 
attentively, and sucks in greedily, and 
obeys diligently is the person who shall 
understand.”—Sent ‘by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. 


The Perfect Rule—And perceiving 
that hé had answered them well (Mark 
12:28). When Thomas Paine resided 
in Bordentown, N. J., he was one day 
passing the residence of Dr. Staughton, 
. when the latter was sitting at the door. 
Paine stopped, and, after some remarks 
of a general character, observed, “Mr. 
Staughton, what a pity it is that a man 
has not some comprehensive and per- 
fect rule for the government of his life.” 
The doctor replied, “Mr. Paine, there is 
such a rule.” “What is that?” Paine 
inquired. Dr. Staughton repeated the 
passage, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and ... thy 
neighbour as thyself.” Abashed and 
confounded, Paine replied, “Oh, that’s 
in your Bible,” and immediately walked 
away.—From the Illustrator. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


’ A Member of the Family.—Hear, O 
Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord 
(Mark 12:29). <A college girl wrote 
home to her parents, who seemed to 
have expressed some fear as to her 
religious life at college, “Do’ not worry; 
God has been a member of our family 
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too long for me to lose Him now.”— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by the 
Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Not Big Enough To Divide—wWith 
all thy heart, ...soul,... mind, and... 
strength (Mark 12:30). The _ bright- 
faced lad of a former generation, who 
had applied for the position of office 
boy, stood anxiously waiting while 
the proprietor pondered. “I wonder 
whether you expect me to engage a 
whole or a half boy. Your body is all 
right. It is your mind that I am talking 
about—your thoughts, wits, memory. I 
suppose you have a host of schemes and 
employments of your own that will be 
a great deal more important than any- 
thing here. You are interested in ball 
games, and. . .” The boy replied with 
promptness: “Yes, sir, I like ball first 
rate; and I play it for all I’m worth. 
But when I’m here, I’ll be all here. I 
ain’t big enough to divide.” He gained 
the place. None of us are “big enough 
to divide.” We cannot serve God 
and mammon.—From Choice Gleanings 
Calendar. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


Stinging _Doesn’t Pay.—Thou shalt 


love thy neighbour as thyself (Mark . 


12:31). “If bees could: know that it 
would kill them to sting people, the 
stinging business would stop in short 
order in self-defense. Think!”—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Greatest Inheritance.——For there 
is one God; and there is none other but 
he (Mark 12:32). I make a memory 
journey tonight. I am back on the 


banks of the Hudson River, in that 
old farmhouse, in that old kitchen, 
around that old _ fireplace—father, 


mother, twelve children, ‘twice a day 
the old family Bible, and the wonder- 
ful prayer lifted to God! I am remem- 
bering that old house, that old center, 
that marvelous influence. Do not be 
surprised when I tell you that every 
one of those children was saved by the 
grace of God. Four of them. became 
ministers of Jesus Christ, all the rest 
of them Sunday school teachers and 
God-chosen men and women. And they 
all found the inspiration and life at the 
family alfar when Father opened the 
Bible and then lifted his heart to God. 
That is the greatest inheritance in the 
world. The greatest inheritance is the 
influence of Christian blood and life, 
moral character®and spiritual power. 
Now if your old home gave you that, you 
do not need to have a dollar. My father 
and mother never gave me a. dollar, but 
they left me the greatest riches in the 
world.——From ‘a sermon by Cortland 
Myers. Sent by J. Edward Raiser, 
Shelby, Ohio. 


“I Know Him Personally.”—He an- 
swered discreetly (Mark 12:34). One 
summer I spent some time at Mount 
Robson, British Columbia, where I 
camped and climbed with fellow moun- 
taineers of the Alpine Club of Canada. 
On a rainy day a group of us were 
drinking tea in a tent, when a discus- 
Sion arose about religion. A young 


scientist turned to me with a patronizing. 
air and said, “But you don’t really be- 
lieve, do you, that Jesus is the Son of 
God?” I replied, “Yes, I do.” “But 
how can you prove it?” he said. “How 
do you know it is true?” I shall never 
forget what followed. I simply did 
what any other convinced man would 
have done: I looked him straight in the 
eye and said: “How do I know that 
Jesus is the Son of God? I know it, 
because I know Him persoxally.” For 
at least a half minute our eyes locked. 
Then he turned away. The argument 
was over. When Christ is really our 
life, we know Him with an immediacy 
of personal knowledge that is unmis- 
takable.—F rom Christianity Today. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


The Greatest Law of All 
(Mark 12:28-34) 


SK your pupils to bring their best- 

liked. valentine to class. Display 
them, and allow each to tell the reason 
for his choice. Note the use of the 
word “love” in the valentines, and in- 
quire if it meant real love or if it was 
just talk for Valentine’s Day. 

God sent His love to us in a living 
valentine, the Lord Jesus, His Son. And 
that love is for always. (Give each 
child an attractive valentine made with’ 
a picture of Christ mounted on a red 
heart, which in turn is mounted on a 
lace doily. Attach red string or ribbon 
so that it may be hung up. On each 
heart print the reference, John 3:16.) 
One of the best-loved messages that 
God’s Living Valentine (point to pic- 
ture) brought is printed on your paper 
valentine (point to reference, have it 
found and read by all). What did we 
learn last Sunday about death and life? 
You remember there are two kinds of 


resurrection. What decides in which 
one you will wake up? (John 3:16; 5: 
29; 20:31; Rom. 6:23.) Are you all 


ready for the right resurrection if some- 
thing should happen to you on the way 
home from Sunday ‘school—auto acci- 
dent or something? 

Now what about: our, giving a valen- 
tine to God with our love? God would 
want a living valentine, not a paper 
one, I am sure. Our storyteller, Mark, 
can tell us how to do it. Mark picks 
up the Bible story where Luke left 
off last Sunday about the resurrection. 
Will you listen to him? (Read Mark 
12: 28-34.) Where did the Lord get His 
answer to this question? Right out of 
their Bible, the Old Testament (Deut. 
6:4, 5; Lev. 19:18). If you really keep 
those two. commandments, you~ will 
keep all the Ten Commandments. If 
you love God, will you be swearing 
with His name, or using His day wrong? 
If you love your parents as much as 
yourself, will you disobey them? If 
you love your school neighbor or your 
playmate neighbor, will you kill him, 
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‘Lesson for February 15: 


steal from him, lie about him, or want 
to get what is his? “If ye love me, keep 
my commandments,” said Christ (John 
14:15). 

To facilitate memorizing, write the 
Memory Verse on the blackboard with 
the parallel phrases under each other, 
using ditto marks: 

“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart, 

and “ soul, 

“ “ “ “ mind, 

strength: 

‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 

self” (Mark 12:30, 31). 
Have typewriter paper at hand to make 
folders. Using red crayon and a heart 
pattern, have.each child outline a large 
heart on the cover in which to write 
the first part of the Memory Verse. Do 
the same with a smaller heart on the 
third page for the last part of the Verse. 
Heart seals or hearts cut from scraps 
of red paper may be used for decora- 
tion, and the outside edges may be 
scalloped. Display these in place of 
the valentines brought. Refer to the 
warning in Revelation 2:4, and have 
prayer that pupils’ love for God and 
others may~not be just a valentine for 

today, but a lasting part of life. 

You may know a child who did not 
receive many valentines. Make him 
one like yours. (Furnish picture, heart, 
doily, to take home and make up.) 
Tell him about God’s love for him, and 
try to bring him to Sunday school. 
That will be a way to love your neigh- 
bor as yourself. 


Bookmarks go to Matthew 22:34; 


- Mark 12:28, if they need moving. Luke’s 


may go to chapter 10:27, where the 
Lord used the same answer for another 
question, and told the story of the Good 
Samaritan. Place John’s bookmark at 
3:16. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 91) 


1. A “lawyer” (Matt. 22:35), he knew 
well the books of the Law (the Penta- 
teuch). 

2. He was sincere, respectful, and 
intelligent (see Mark 12:28, 32, 33, 34). 

3. 228. 

4. Because if a person truly loves 
God and man he has the greatest in- 
centive to obedience. 

5. It must be total (Mark 12:30). 

6. It must be “as thyself” (v. 31). 

7. They reveal man’s inability and 
sin, , 
8. From the blessed Holy Spirit who 
indwells him and produces the fruit of 
love (Gal. 5:22). 

9. Because while true love will fssue 
in outward sacrifices, such sacrifices 
may be offered as loveless, fneaningless 
acts. 

10. Saving faith in the Son of God. 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
' By Helen E. Odenwelder 


URING the last week that the Lord 

Jesus was on earth, many people 
asked Him many questions. Sometimes, 
as we have learned recently, the ques- 
tions were: meant to trick Him. In to- 
day’s lesson, however, a man who was 
entirely sincere asked the dear Son of 
God an honest question. The man had 
heard the questions of others and, no- 
ticing that the Lord Jesus answered 
each question admirably, 


had troubled him. “Which command- 
ment is first and most important of 
all?” he wanted to know. 

This was not the first time that this 
question had been: discussed. Jewish 
leaders had wondered this for year upon 
year. Early Jews had divided the Law 
as given in the five books of Moses 
(Genesis through Deuteronomy) into 
two groups: Do’s (248 precepts) and 
Don’t’s (365 precepts). They them- 
selves had decided that the things that 
were of most importance were: (1) Ob- 
serving the Sabbath Day; (2) Outward 
signs (circumcision); (3) Sacrifices; (4) 
Style of religious robes. 

The man who came to the Lord Jesus 
that long ago day was apparently not 
satisfied in his mind that the things 
that the Jewish leaders said were of 
most importance were most important. 
He’ was a scribe—one of a group of 
men who studied the writings of God. 
Scribes were skilled in writing. They 
spent much of their time discussing 
and arguing about the Law. 

To the scribe’s question, “Which com- 
mandment is first and most important 
of all?” the Lord Jesus replies: “The 
first and principal one of all commands 
is, Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is 
one Lord. And you shall love the Lord 
your God out of and with your whole 
heart, and out of and with all your 
soul (your life) and out of and with 
all your mind—that is with your 
thought and understanding—and out of 
and with all your strength. This is the 
first and principal commandment” (see 
Deut. 6:4, 5). 

How completely our natures are 
covered in-this, the greatest command- 
ment! We are to love the Lord God 
with all our hearts. We cannot con- 
tinue in our love without walking and 
talking with Him. We are to love the 
Lord God with all our souls. The soul 
is that part of us which makes us real- 
ize that we are sinners—a burden too 
heavy to bear. Our souls want. freedom 
from sin. As we come to hate the sin 
that we see in our lives, the sin that 
shows itself each day in the life of 
each Christian, so we come to love the 
Lord God with our souls, As He hates 
sin, so we hate sin.. We are to love the 
Lord God with all our minds. With 
our minds we think. God longs for us 
to have pure, clean, loving, kind 
thoughts. He wants us to think often 
of Him. We are to love the Lord God 
with all our strength. How do we do 
this? Strangely enough, we do it. by 









he decided . 
that he, too, would ask something that. 
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Teaching Position in Christian college or Bible 
school "desired by active sag Ph on elical, funda- 
mental in ‘faith, with A. B.D.; majors in 
ee ,, Church history, philosophy and wg and 
— 1’minor. Wife holds A.B. and M.A.; history 
and French majors, English minor. Both ‘certified 
for teaching in secondary education; wife now 
teaching. Presently serving in home mission field. 
Will come for ‘interview. Write Adv. No. 

be? one School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in ev mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 











praying, “Lord, what will You have me 
to do?” It is only those who love the 
Lord God with strength that are will- 
ing to do His will at all times. 

As so often happens, the Lord Jesus 
that day did not simply answer the 
question that was given Him. He did 
more than answer it. The scribe had 
wanted to know which law was the 
most important. Having told him, the 
Lord Jesus added, “The law that is 
second in importance is like the first 
one. It is this, You ,shall love your 
neighbor as yourself (see Lev. 19:18). 
There is no commandment greater than 
these.” Imagine that!) The dear Son of 
God declares that as important as lov- 
ing the Lord God with all our hearts 
and souls and minds and strength, is 
loving and caring for and sympathizing 
with others just as much as we love 
and care for ourselves. When the Lord 


Jesus used the word “neighbor,” He 
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meant anyone else anywhere—those 
who might differ in color from us, those 
who live in other lands. We are to be 
just as concerned for everyone else as 
we are concerned for ourselves. This 
is God’s command. It is the command 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Doing good 
things, keeping God’s Day, taking the 
Communion are useless if the heart is 
not right with God! 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


s 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 15 


2. It Does Matter! 
(Gen. 1:4, 12, 25, 31; 1 Tim. 4:4) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
HE word “vandalism,” which is 


brought into our consideration of 
this week’s topic, and which deals with 
the rights of others to possess property, 
has come down to us from the name 
given to -certain Teutonic heathen 
tribes, called Vandals, that first ap- 
peared about A.D. 150 on the south coast 
of the Baltic Sea and the banks of the 
Oder River. Later, in the fifth and 
sixth centuries, the Vandals invaded 
Galatia, Andalusia, and Roman Africa, 
and then captured and sacked» Rome 
itself. They carried on a bitter perse- 
cution of the Catholic Christians, and 
are reputed to have willfully and with- 
out reason destroyed many works of 
art and beauty, and defaced many pub- 
lic buildings. Thus the term “vandal- 
ism” has come to mean “the willful 
destruction or defacement of things of 
beauty.” 

ve 


Most of us are well aware of vandal- 
ism in the day in which we live. The 
newspapers publish accounts of incident 
after incident of the wanton defacement 
- or destruction of public property or 
property of groups or individuals. Fre- 
quently vandalism accompanies juve- 
nile delinquency, but the perpetrators 
are not always teen-agers. Vandalism 
is a favorite tool of fanatical adult 
groups and of mob rule. 


we 


Sometimes vandalism takes on what 
may seem at first to be a very mild 
and innocent form, and, occasionally, 
even otherwise sensible young people 
stoop to it without fully recognizing its 
early stages. The writer remembers a 
visit to Telegraph Hill in San Francisco 
some years ago, shortly after a beau- 
tiful memorial had been erected there 
for the enjoyment and comfort of sight- 
seers. Already it had been senselessly 
defaced by initials and writing that 
could not be cleaned off. 


s 4 
A new suburban train escalator in 
Philadelphia, when first built, had alu- 


‘an individual. 
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minum knobs on its wide handrails to 
prevent youngsters from being injured 
by trying to slide down ‘these rails. A 
few weeks after the stairway was 
opened, nearly all of these knobs had 
been screwed loose and removed by 
some individuals who could not resist 
the temptation to mar the new struc- 
ture, even though they had no real use 
for the knobs they removed. Most of 
these individuals were adults. 


Se 


’ 

A visit to the top of Mt. Ampersand 
in the beautiful Adirondack State Park 
in. New York disclosed ‘that someone 
had gone to the trouble of carrying a 
can of paint up a rather difficult trail 
in order to paint his initials in huge 
letters on the bare rock at the top of 
the mountain. Thousands of dollars are 
spent needlessly by public officials and 
caretakers of public buildings and pub- 
lic property to prevent such vandalism 
or to correct it after it,has been per- 
petrated by evil-minded or careless in- 
dividuals. 

se 

In. the same bracket with such van- 
dals must be included those who drop 
papers, tin cans, or refuse wherever 
they happen to be with never a thought 
as to who must clean up after them, or 
how that particular area is marred 
and contaminated by their refuse and 
filth. Not the slightest concern is felt 
by those who tear and break seats and 
other appointments in trolley cars, 
trains, and busses, or who destroy the 
shrubbery or property of others, under 
the guise of youthful pranks or Hallo- 
ween activities. 

we 


God’s Word is full of stern pronounce- 
ments against the disregard of the 
property rights of others. Read Exodus 
22:1-15 for just a few of the penalties 
named for disobedience of the laws 
given by God to the Children of Israel 
to protect personal property. Basically, 
all property rights revert back to God 
who has made everything in this world 
of ours. The Genesis verses in the 
portions chosen for this topic point to 
this great truth. God permits man to 
use and possess for a time what He 
had made. When anyone wantonly de- 
stroys or mars the property of another, 
he is actually defying God Himself, and 
some day\ he will have to give an ac- 
count to God for his actions. It makes 
no difference whether the particular 
property rights are in the namie of 
national government or the state govern- 
ment, or of a particular community, or 
The violator is destroy- 
ing or defacing that which does not be- 
long to him as an individual, and the 
responsibility for vandalism is just the 
same regardless of who happens to be 
the custodians of that particular prop- 
erty at the time. 


; bd 


The Christian principle governing 
property rights of others is included in 
the Golden Rule (Mark 12:33). If we 
are really seeking to do to others as we 
desire to be done by, we shall have: no 





others. But only the Spirit of God can 
create in our hearts the desire and the 


ability to treat others as ourselves. The 


natural man thinks only of self-grati- 
fication. Merely repeating the Golden 
Rule will not do, however. There must 
be a heart desire to treat our neighbors 
as ourselves, and this can come only by 


the grace of God through a willingness | 


to let Christ reign in our hearts and 
direct our every act. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Cruising the Inland Waterways 
, 
(Continued from page 89) 
rival European powers for the wealth 


that abounded here. The pelts of the’ 


sea otter, the gold, and the land were 
like lodestones, drawing Russians, 
Spaniards, and Englishmen to these 
shores. ; 
From Vancouver, whose harbor ranks 
with Hong Kong, Rio de Janeiro, Syd- 
ney, and San Francisco among the 
world’s most beautiful harbors, to Skag- 
way, the journey is a series of bewitch- 
ing sights: the Rivieralike shores of 
north and west Vancouver; Point At- 
kinsen, with its beacon light guiding 
the fishing vessels, the tug-drawn log 
booms, and the great ships from Asia 
and South America entering the safe, 
inner harbor of Vancouver; immense 
Vancouver Island; the treacherous Sey- 
mour Narrows; giant stands of timber; 
mountains reaching upward to ten 
thousand feet; ageless glaciers; places 
named for historic figures; islands 


masked in mist; and sometimes schools _ 


of whales. 
The tang of the salt air and the cry 
of the gulls are constant companions on 


the journey to the “Land of the Mid- . 


night Sun,” where snow-capped moun- 
tains rise out of the sea, and names— 


once just points on a map—such as - 


Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, Wrangell, 
and Juneau become a reality. One must 
travel considerably farther north than 
Skagway to be in daylight all through 
the night, but even in these southern 
regions of Alaska the daylight will re- 
main many hours longer than most of 
the travelers are accustomed to. 

The accommodations aboard the S.S. 
Princess Louise are excellent and make 
the cruise most comfortable. 


The tour will start from Chicago July ~ 


1, returning thereto July 26. In ad- 
dition to the cruise, the tour will in- 
clude stops at Banff and Lake Louise; 
with two days and nights at beautiful 
Victoria, B. C.; two days and two nights 
at Mt. Rainier, and a day and a night 
at Mt. Hood. Sight-seeing trips at vari- 
ous places will add much to the interest 
of the tour. 

An illustrated folder will be available 
giving all details. Mr. Harry J. Jaeger 
and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the 
tour throughout. A card addressed to 
Mr. Jaeger, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5, will bring this folder to you. 
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‘Lesson for February 15 


A.Lso a Tour To Hawa 
Many readers are interested in a tour 


to the Hawaiian Islands. Two such 


tours have already been taken, and 
plans are being made to conduct the 
third tour to Hawaii this year from 
October 17 to November 11, out from 
and returning to Chicago. The party 
will fly to Hawaii from Seattle, and re- 
turn to Los Angeles on the S.S. Lurline 
of the Matson ‘Line. Details‘ of this 
tour will be given in an attractive 
folder, and a card to Mr. Jaeger will 
bring this to you as soon as it is ready. 
For those who can take a fall vacation, 
this will prove to be a most unusual 
.and happy experience. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jaeger will accompany this tour alsa 

¢ 
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Paradox and Science 
(Continued from second page) 


\ “Children of hard drinkers, always 
degenerate and often idiots, die in 
large numbers. Children of moderate 
drinkers show definite weakness of the 
liver and the nervous system. In 
schools they are restless and incapable 
of attention. 

“The cells of the generafive organs 
being especially sensitive to alcohol, a 
slight accidental intoxication at the mo- 
ment of conception can have as .a con- 
sequence the procreation of a weak 
child marked with degenerative char- 
acteristics.” 

A similar investigation in the Ar- 
chives Internationales de Neurologie of 
Paris, in 1941, running through nine 
months, gave evidence from very many 
specialists in present-day French psy- 
chiatry. Thus Dr. Henry Daussy of 
the Mental Hospital at Rennes: 

“Mental alcoholism is not always the 
result of large abuse of alcohol. There 
are individuals, more or less numerous, 
among whom relatively slight doses 
give the same results that excess does 
with others. This is the consequence 
of a fragility of the organism due often 
to the alcoholism of an ancestor. An 
entire people can acquire a fragile nerv- 
ous system and be incapable of drinking 
with impunity.” 


A famous Hygieniker of the last gen- 
eration, Prof. Max von Gruber of 
Munich, once said, “You cannot say 
anything too bad of alcohol.” What 
would he say today after fifty years 
of minute study of the alcohol question 
in all its phases? One thinks of great 
investigators as Widmark and ~Lilje- 
strand and Goldberg with his associates 
in Sweden, of Fetscher and Graf in 
Germany, of Jarlov in Denmark, Tu- 
ovinen in Finland, of Walther and Wal- 
thard and Bersot in Switzerland, of 
Nicloux, Dérobert, Perrin, Villaret and 
his school, of Lecog, Sully-Lederman, 
Marchand, Sauvy, and how many others 
in France. 

And only yesterday of von Bunge, 
Abderhalden, Weichselbaum, Kassowit 
Aschaffenberg, Delbrueck, Legrain, 
Magnan, Struempfel, Laitinen, Bleuler, 
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Roubinovitch, Sims Woodhead, Sir Vic- 
tor Horsley. What a galaxy \of con- 
vinced enemies of alcohol! 





One well-versed instructor in the sub- 
ject on this side of the Atlantic has 
told us that “modern science gives a 
clean bill of health to alcohol.” That is 
odious falsification and imposture: Yet 
he is still quoted as an authority. 

Around this central light flit others, 
mothlike, who are not well versed, or 
even slightly versed, as for example 
one who writes: 

“Most authorities [sic] believe that 
alcoholism is essentially a psychological 
disorder rather than physiological.” As 
if one could separate the organism into 
two pockets after this fashion! He 
does not list his authorities. He can- 
not. There are none. He continues: 

“So-called alcoholic disorders, poly- 
neuritis, certain heart and kidney dis- 
eases, and even delirium tremens and 
rum nose are now recognized as being 
related to malnutrition.” The same 
anonymity! No competent authority 
would make any such unqualified state- 
ment. 

So we come to the last great ab- 
surdity of the American school of alco- 
jhol paradox. Alcoholism does not cause 
disease, but alcoholism is a disease, not 
alcohol-caused, but the consequence of 
remote inherited degeneracies. 

Never did  hair-splitting medieval 
scholastics of Padua or Paris or Oxford 
indulge in greater unreason. 

All this is swept away by the latest 
French science. Dr. Alexis Carrel, in 
his “Reflections on the Conduct of Life,” 
writes: “The tissues of human beings 
are so constituted that they always de- 
teriorate under the influence of alco- 
hol.” 


In the great study of French alcohol © 


mortality, published in 1953 by the 
French Institute of Demography and 
worked out by M. Sully-Lederman, 
economist and mathematician, are the 
following conclusions which make 
American alcohol paradoxists look like 
thirty cents: 

“One can say that three fourths of 
deaths by cancer, three fourths by cere- 
bral hemorrhages, a fourth of heart 
diseases, nine tenths from liver and 
biliary sicknesses, a half from nephritis, 
two thirds of accidental and violent 
death, half from pulmonary tubercu- 
losis, half from pneumonia,’ recorded in 
France during the years 1935-36 among 
men from 35 to 60, are in closest re- 
lation to average excessive alcoholiza- 
tion.” Then he adds, “We should re- 
member that this alcoholization is 70 
per cent wine-caused.” 


= 
The 1.F.M.A. Officers 


and Membership 


HE Interdenominational Foreign 
Mission Association concluded its 
41st Annual Convention on October 19 in 
Kansas City, Mo. More than seventy- 


five delegates from member missions 
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gathered for the business sessions and 
to' take part in some 335 meetings in 
the greater.Kansas City area under the 
direction of Pastor Ralph Nite of Cen- 
tropolis Baptist Church. 

With the acceptance of Arctic Mis- 
sions, Inc., into the fellowship, the num- 
ber of member missions is now 42, with 
some 7,669 missionaries serving in more 
than 100 countries of the world. 

Officers elected for the year are: Dr. 
R. T. Davis (Africa Inland Mission), 
president; Rev. Ezra A. Shank (South 
Africa General Mission), vice-president; 
Rev. C. R. Lindquist (Berean Mission, 
Inc.), vice-president; Mr. Elrow LaRowe 
(International Missions, Inc.) , secretary; 
Rev. J. Hubert Cook (Evangelical Union 
of S. A.), treasurer. 

The appointment of the Rev. J. O. 
Percy as General Secretary of the As- 
sociation was reconfirmed. 

The ILF.M.A. maintains its headquar- 
ters at 308 W. 105th St., New York -25, 
N. Y.,° where it also publishes the 
monthly I.F.M.A. News and the yearly 
Missions Annual. Write to headquarters 
for any desired information. 


x ‘ 


Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman’s 
Chris Temperance Union 

Twenty-five social fraternities at the 
University of Alabama, reports The 
Montgomery Advertiser of Montgomery, 
Ala., have banned the serving of alco- 
holic beverages. Presidents of the fra- 
ternities located on the campus voted 
that “no alcoholic beverages would be 
served anywhere under any conditions.” 
The group also voted “not to assess 
members for the buying of beverages.” 


> 


A city ordinance in Los Angeles pro- 
hibits the sale of alcoholic beverages 
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upon any street, sidewalk, parkway, 
park, playground, or in any railroad 
station. This ordinance includes the 
Los Angeles Coliseum in which the 
famed Dodgers play. 


Safe.—Cancer or TB may strike any- 
one at all; Alcoholism cannot strike 
those who shun alcoholism. 

—Florence M. Stellwagen 


Never Urge a Drink on Anyone!— 
“The requirement of our society that 
drinking is a social obligation to which 
one must conform is one of the major 
causes of alcoholism in our country,” 
said Dr. Marvin Block, chairman of the 
American Medical Committee on Al- 
coholism. Other factors are our general 
acceptance of drunken behavior on the 
part of drivers, and the general toler- 
ance to the number of people killed 
through the use of alcohol. 


The very suggestion of moderation is 
an ‘admission that liquor is a dangerous 
thing. By the same token, the moder- 
ationists admit that the drys are right 
when they say that the best way to 
destroy a dangerous thing is to kill it. 


‘Rightly Labeled—A New York As- 
semblyman proposed that “distinctive” 
license plates be issued to motorists con- 
victed more than once of drunken or 
reckless driving. 


England, increasingly concerned about 
tipsy drivers, calls an auto “the most 
lethal civilian weapon in existence.” It 
is publicizing the slogan, “One for the 
road may be one for the grave.” 

Opening a drive to keep litter off the 
highways, Governor Ribicoff declared 
that it costs Connecticut $210,000 a year 
to remove empty beer cans, discarded 
cigarette wrappers, and candy papers 
despite the fact that any littering is 
punishable by a fine of $50. 


New Glasses Needed.—Ranking No. 
1 as the favorite drink in the famous 
United Nations bar is orange juice, 
states the New York Journal Ameri- 
can. This bar keeps open on HBlection 
and Primary Days, for it is not subject 
to state or national laws, since it is in- 
ternational territory. It is estimated 
that, during a General Assembly Ses- 
sion, delegates consume about eighty 
gallons of the orange fluid per week. 
Until recently the Russian delegation 
stayed away from the lounge, but since 
vodka has been introduced to the bar, 
visiting the lounge is now a. common 
practice for the Soviet representatives. 


The Devil is never better satisfied 
than when the preacher keeps still 
about the liquor traffic. 


The Quebec’ Provincial Government 
proposes to make it an offense to drink 
alcoholic beverages in a car and to 
throw the bottles from it. These- are 
already offenses in the other provinces. 
Provincial police have complained that 
20,000 empties were collected last year 
on one 126 miles of highway. 


The United States Brewers Founda- 
tion. has asked its clients to work 
against the temperance program in the 
church in the following statement: “The 


e 
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primary purpose of all of us is to stay 
in business and sell more beer.” 


After spending thirty years in the 
regular Army, Col. Jas. E. McDonald, 
USA, retired, San Antonio, Texas, states: 
“The War Department would do well 
to have some real courageous teetotalers 
among the officers to preach and prac- 
tice abstinence in order to educate the 
Army in sobriety. Only a sober Army 
is worth the pay of the taxpayer. Any- 
thing short of this is unworthy. of the 
name American.” A letter to our Sec- 
retary of Defense, asking the Depart- 
ment to curtail the sale of liquors near 
camps and training places, might hasten 
the day when the officers would prac- 
tice sobriety more. 


The Mormon Church, for about 125 
years, has taught its members the non- 
use of alcohol. In April, 1958, the six 
hundred member choir sailed on the 
Saxonia for Scotland. The barkeeper 
beamed with delight as he saw this 
large contingent of youth board the 
ship. However, it was not long after 
leaving port that he noticed that there 
had not been a call for a drink. Un- 
dismayed, he mused, “They will soon 
be showing up. They always do.” The 
stewards had a different story. From 
morn till night they were busy serving 
milk and fruit juices. The barkeeper 
had to admit that he had never seen a 
more jolly group, and he had not Served 
them once. “Train up a child”! 


A new drunken-driving test bill for 
the District of Columbia was signed into 
law by President Eisenhower. It per- 
mits District police to give chemical 
tests to drivers accused of drinking. 
The new law covers three types of 
tests—blood, breath, and urine. 


The “Champagne Lady” Is a Dry! 
Despite her misleading musical title, 
Alice Lon, who sings with the popular 
Lawrence Welk band does not drink 
champagne or-any other alcoholic drink, 
and never has. “I take a ginger ale, and 
usually hold: the same glass all evening,” 
she explains. “Ginger ale provides all 
the bubbles I need.” 
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. The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1959 


AVE you discovered what a valu- 
able tool THE Sunpay ScHooL TIMES 
International, Uniform Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
1959 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 
day school sessions instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preparation. 
The 1959 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
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It lists all the International Uniform) 
Lessons in the year in.chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and Gol- 
den Texts and devotional readings, 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1959 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing wéeks 
of the year are often crowded—and for- 
getful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists in good time. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred,,from The Sun- 
day School Times Gompany, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 


-) 


The Life Story of 
Dawson Trotman 


HE end of the earthly life of Daw- 

son Trotman, founder of The Navi- 
gators, at fifty years was symbolic. He 
was drowned on June 18, 1956, in 
Schroon Lake, New York, just as he 
saved the life of a young girl who could 
not swim. 

His successor, Lorne Sanny, president 
of The Navigators, tells the thrilling 
story of the founding of the soul-win- 
ning organization and its leader in a 
31-page booklet called “Dawson Trot- 
man the Pathfinder.” It was 
through Scripture memorizing that 
Trotman came to know the Lord, and 
he trained thousands of others in the 
art of soul-winning and taught them 
how to live a sane, fruitful Christian 
life. Today The Navigators have 
branches throughout the United States 
and in many other countries. In an- 
swer to much prayer and in miraculous 
ways the spacious buildings and 
grounds were obtained as headquarters 
at Colorado Springs. This is an in- 
spiring story of bold faith in the Word 
and prayer and of the faithfulness of 
God. 

The booklet may be had at 25 cents 
a copy from The Navigators, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 


% 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book. 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Greater Men and Women of the Bible. 
By Will Sessions. (Bethany Press, St. 
Louis 3; $3.50.) The pastor of the Inde- 
pendence Boulevard Christian Church 
of Kansas City has here presented brief ' 
biographical sketches of fifty-two of. 
the outstanding personalities of the Old 
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and New Testaments. This method of 
conveying spiritual truth has tremen- 
dous possibilities, as Alexander Whyte 
and others have amply demonstrated. 
The reader therefore comes to a book 
like this with a great sense of expecta- 
tion. 

It is doubtful, however, that he will 
find his hopes realized in Dr. Sessions’ 
work. The manner in which these 
Bible characters have been dealt with 
does little to reveal their true stature. 
Their stories are retold in a way that 
scarcely justifies the retelling, and the 
author’s observations concerning the 
spiritual truths that are found in their 
lives are disappointing. in their super- 
ficiality. It is stirely something less 
than satisfying to dismiss Jacob’s great 
experience at Bethel with these words; 
“The vision of the ladder, when he slept 
at Bethel, was the paramount religious 
experience of Jacob’s life. Certainly he 
Tegarded it as a covenanting occasion 
between himself and God, for it was 
then agreed that he would henceforth 
pay the tithe. This would mean that 
one tenth of all that came to him would 
be paid to the work of the Lord” (p. 41). 

These characters simply fail to come 
alive in Dr. Sessions’ treatment of them. 
The tremendous experiences of Jonalr 
are handled in a very matter-of-fact 
way, and Isaiah (the author accepts 
the Liberal hypothesis of two Isaiahs) 
fares no better. ; 
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The fault of the book lies not so much 
inywhat it says as in what it fails to say. 
If\a man chooses to write on biograph- 
ical themes, we have a right to expect 
that he will give us some fresh light on 
these figures, and that he will make 
some effort to get inside them. Dr. 
Sessions has had no great success in 
doing either of these things, and his 
book therefore fails to make a signifi- 
cant contribution to the understanding 
of these Biblical characters. 


In the Arena. By Isobel Kuhn. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.) “For 
we are made a spectacle unto the 
world” (1 Cor. 4:9). This was the verse 
given to Mrs. Kuhn, CIM missionary to 
the Lisu people, when war was closing 
in and tribulations multiplied. As time 
rolled on, the Lord permitted her to 
exhibit enduring patience in still other 
situations. To picture some of these, 
the author travels in retrospect to her 
first missionary call, when her loved 
mother refused permission for foreign 
mission work. Then came the time 
when there was no money for Bible 
school training. Then, when the way 
did open, she was given work as a rush- 
hour waitress in an employees’ eating 
place—a servant of the servants. Early 
years in China brought many -another 
situation—dinner with’ poor Christians 
who served boiled chunks of ali-fat 
pork; Husband John laid low with 
amoebic dysentery; and Isobel herself 
down with erysipelas; small daughter, 
Katheryn, having to be sent far away 
to Chefoo school, which place was 
shortly captured by the Japanese and . 
thenceforth wrapped in silence; tooth- 
ache and a two-weeks’ journey to find 
a dentist; painful separations from her 
husband and national helpers; and, at 
last, enemy forces in her own Salween 
canyon. So it went from one situation 
to another until doubt, fear, and self- 
pity were vanquished. The last fight 
with dread cancer might have seemed 
a losing one to the world,, but not to 
those who heard the shining - witness: 


Yea through life, death, through sorrow and 
through sinning, 
He shall suffice me, for He hath sufficed. 


The lesson was well learned ere -the 
gates of the Celestial City opened. 


Church Growth and Group Conver- 
sion.. By Bishop J. W. Pickett, Dr. A. L. 
Warnshuis, the Rev. G. H. Singh, and 
Dr. D. A. McGavran. (The Christian 
Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 
3; $2.) Why is the work of many 
churches and missions at a standstill 
when other places see much increase 
and blessing? Dr. John R. Mott, who 
writes the foreword to this study, be- 
lieves, along with the authors, that the 
question indicates the need for a change 


in preaching emphasis and for reallo- 


cation of men and money. The book 
seeks to show how this can be done 
through “The People Movement Point 
of View” as opposed to the slow and 
often sterile “central station” ‘tradition. 
Dr. Warnshuis distinguishes especially 
between evangelism among Christians 
and the outreach to those of another 
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race or caste, pointing out that west- 
erners have tried with poor success to 
foist * conversion patterns on eastern 
tribal minds. Bishop Pickett describes 
a case in point as the castewise revival 
among the Garas. Dr. McGavran fol- 
lows with a history of the Mandala 
field with its initial success and decline, 
this. in contrast to the continued re- 
sponse among the Balahis. The book’s 
last chapter.enlarges on the real mean- 
ing of church expansion as the process 
of spiritual reproduction within some 
tribe or people. The treatise, written 
in India and about its peoples, appeared 
first in 1936, and is now in its third 
edition. And though valuable in some 
‘respects, one wishes more stress had 
been laid on prayer and the power of 
the Holy Spirit, which, as at Pentecost, 
can and does leap over all barriers of 
caste and group. } 


Together We'll Do It. By Dorothy C. 
Haskin. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Attractive teen- 
age Anna Schmidt was interested in 
ministering to the sick and needy in a 
great migrant camp in California. Here 
she met the rising young doctor, Dave 
Compton, M.D., on a similar mission, 
and they became good friends. But she 
became interested also in handsome 
young Tim O’Shea, son of-an Irish 
father and a Mexican mother. Tim 
risks his life to save Anna in a great 
fire. Madly in love, they were able to 
win Anna’s well-to-do father to. con- 
sent to their marriage. Tim had no 
money, but promised Anna a tempo- 
rary home with his married sister in Los 
Angeles. Here Anna found herself liv- 
ing in unbelievalle poverty, while Tim 
desperately hunted for a job. Many 
dark situations are pictured, yet there 
runs through the story a shining thread 
of Gospel light, as when Tim led his 
bride to Christ on their wedding night. 
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Children at Home 


Cindy's Egg Money 
By Hilda V. Richardson 


INDY was a very businesslike little 
girl. Joanne, her dear friend, was 
helping her count the eggs out of the 
hens’ nests into the basket. “There are 
eleven eggs. Yesterday there were 
fourteen. That makes two dozen eggs 
and one over,” Cindy figured, her blue 
eyes lighting up happily. 
Cindy’s Easter gift had been twenty 
soft, yellow baby chicks. She had 


taken care of them all by herself—“al- . 


most as good as a mother hen,” her 
father said teasingly. Now they were 
grown chickens laying eggs. 

Cindy’s father offered to buy chicken 
feed until the.hens began to lay. After 
that Cindy was to sell the. eggs and 
buy the food. The rest of the money 
she got from the eggs was hers. : 

Cindy had five customers besides her 
mother whom she supplied with eggs. 
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She counted her money at the end of 
the week. First of all she took out her 
gift for the Lord’s work. Then she 
took out. enough to pay for the chicken 
feed. What was left she divided in 
half. One half she put in the bank, the 
other half she saved for some special 
thing she wanted to buy. 

Cindy and Joanne were planning to 
buy skates. 

“Grandmother gave me money for 
my birthday,” said Joanne, skipping 
gaily home from school, her brown 
“pony tail” bouncing. “I have almost 
enough money to buy the skates.” 

“I have only half enough,” Cindy 
said disappointedly. “I wish I had a 
birthday soon, or the hens would lay 
two eggs a day, or something!” 

“I promise I won’t buy my skates 
till you can buy yours,” said Joanne, 
loyally. 

“Let’s go talk to Mother,” Cindy said. 

Mother put down her knitting to lis- 
ten. 

“Do I have to give my gift to the 
Lord’s work every week?” asked Cindy, 
very much troubled. “If I do, I won’t 
be able to buy my skates for three 
more weeks.” 

“You don’t have to give the Lord 
anything. If every Christian felt as 
you do right now, the churches would 
close their doors and the missionaries 
would, have to come home. It is en- 
tirely up to you, my dear. God wants 
you to give willingly and faithfully, 
then He will bless your gift and you,” 
explained Mother. 

“I do want to give my gift to God,” 
admitted . Cindy, truthfully, “But I 
thought maybe He could wait until I 
got my skates.” 

Two thoughtful little girls went out 
to deliver eggs. Their first stop was 
Mrs. Hill’s house where Cindy sold a 
dozen eggs. The girls were invited into 
the house to sample some freshly baked 
cookies. 

“I just received a letter from my 
daughter who is a missionary in India. 
It is so interesting I would like to read 


it to you,” said Mrs. Hill. - 


‘ 


The letter told about her experiences 
in telling the story of Jesus to the chil- 
dren .and grownups‘ of India. Many 
had accepted Jesus as their Saviour. 
Then it asked that the friends in the 
church back home be thanked for their 
gifts. Without them the work could 
not go on. “God is using and blessing 
their gifts every day,” it read. 

As Cindy and Joanne walked to the 
next customer’s house they were very 
quiet. Finally Cindy remarked: “I am 
ashamed for ever thinking of using 
God’s money to buy skates when peo- 
ple need to hear about Jesus and mis- 
sionaries are depending on our gifts. I 
will wait till I have saved enough 
money for the skates.” 

‘I’m glad you decided that the Lord’s 
work is more amportent than skates, a 
said Joanne. 

Cindy rang the doorbell at Mrs. 
Taylor’s house. 

“Come in,” greeted Mrs. Taylor. “How 
nice and cool you look in your sun 
dresses.” 
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After the girls had thanked her, Mrs. 
Taylor said, “Cindy, I’ve been thinking 
that your eggs are so large and fresh, 
they. are worth more than you charge. 
I am going to give you ten cents more 
a dozen.” 

On the way home, Cindy’s eyes 
lighted up the way they always do 
when she is happy. “It won’t take 
quite as long to save enough money 
for my skates. And I’m glad I dis- 
covered how much more important it 
is to give to keep God’s work going 
than for me to have all the things I 
think I need.” 

Bible verse: “. . . God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). 


Santa Cruz, CaLir. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible ny ge be the International 
Lessons, issued i the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


February 9 to 15 


Mon., Feb. 9.—Deut. 6:1-7. 
The First Commandment. 


PraYER SuccestTions: “The Lord our 
God is one Lord: and thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all. thy 
might.” Worship? According to the 
Scriptures, worship is that honor, love, 
and devotion given to God and ex- 


’ pressed in adoration, devotion, and love 


to God as Creator, preserver, Saviour, 
and Lord. We admire and respect the 
great and the good: but we must only 
worship the Lord. Worship Jesus Christ 
the Son of God manifest in flesh, who 
now sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father in Heaven. Pray for more 
reverence and worship of your Lord. 


Tues., Feb. 10.—Lev. 19:9-18. 
The Second Commandment. 
PraYER SucGcestions: “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself: I am the 
Lord.” The Ten Commandments pre- 
sent God’s will to man on the concerns 
of life. Duty to God and man are 
stated there. Summed up by Christ, 
the Ten Commandments constitute the 
whole duty of man to God and men. 
Ability to obey the Law can only be 
ours through the saving grace of Christ. 
It can only be fulfilled in us when we 
“walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit” (Rom. 8:3, 4). Pray for a deeper 
appreciation of your salvation from sin, 
guilt, and judgment, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus. 


Wed., Feb. 11.—Mark 12:28-34. 
The Great Commandment. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “And thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind, and with all thy strength: 
this is the first commandment.” We 
have few great sinners because few have 
been confronted with the fact that they 
have broken God’s greatest command- 
ment. Dr. Torrey who taught many to 
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win souls, said, “Show them by this. 


commandment what kind of stones 


they are.” When men admitted that 


they had broken God’s greatest com- © 
mandment, Dr. Torrey would ask, then, © 


“What kind of sinner are you?” The 
answer would usually be, “A very great 
sinner.” “How great?” he would ask, 
and they would be moved to reply, “The 


greatest of sinners.” Pray that you may q 


lead many sinners to the Saviour. 


Thurs., Feb. 12.—John 13:31-35. 
Jesus’ New Commandment, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, That ye 
love one another . . . By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another.” The 
blood of-Christ was shed for all. There- 
fore, we should desire the utmost wel- 
fare for all. Two men from Pacific 
Garden Mission were walking away 
from a liberal church in silence, think- 
ing deeply of what had been preached. 
One turned to the other and said: 
“Buddy, we got to pray for that guy.” 
That’s the right attitude. But how 
much more should love be shown to 
brethren in Christ. Pray for more and 
more of the grace of that love which 
never faileth. = 


Fri., Feb. 13.—1 Cor. 8:1-13. © 
Applying the Commandment. 


PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: . “Wherefore, if 
meat make my brother to offend, I will 
eat no flesh while the world standeth, 
lest I make my brother to offend.” 
Christians, make it your care to see to 
it that you never cause any person to 
strain his conscience, or to violate the’ 
least of God’s precepts. Keep to the 
right path of duty and devotion. God 
has to chastise His people frequently 
for weakening the spiritual life of 
others by their wrong practices (Matt. 
18:6, 7; Mal. 2:8, 9). Pray to be blame- 
less and harmless children of God be- 
fore this generation. 


Sat., Feb. 14.—1 Cor. 13:4-13. 
What Love Is. 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Charity [love] - 
never faileth.” Paul speaks chiefly of 
love to man. Love is of God, and it is 
the gift of the Spirit. God’s people 
are intended to abide in love. Always 
show love toward saints and sinners. 
Faith and -hope are fruitless without 
love. God measures you more by your 
heart than by your art. Pray that 
God’s love may motivate your words 
and actions before others. 


Sun., Feb. 15.—1 John 3:1-11. 


Love Reveals God’s Children. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever doeth 
not righteousness is not of God, nei- 
ther he that loveth not his brother.” 
One vice will spoil all virtues just as 
one bad egg dropped into a cake mix- 
ture will spoil the cake. Show that 
you are a child of God by being right 
and loving. Words mean nothing if 


actions are out of harmony with God's © 


Word. Love must have its evidences. 
Can yours be seen and heard? Pray 
for more Christlike love. It is the 
bond of perfection of peace and union 
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